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PREFACE. 


In coming before ae public generally, and 
the Christian world especially, the author of 
this little volume is aware that the natural 
curiosity of his readers will prompt them to de- 
sire to know something of his history and an- 
tecedents; in deference to this natural wish, the 
author herewith presents them with a brief auto- 
biographical sketch. My great grand- father 
Blake was one of the first settlers of the State 
of Kentucky, and was of Irish descent, and 
was a Minister of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
_ Christ, and of the Baptist denomination. My 
grand- father Blake was a settler of the State of 
South Carolina, not far from where the town of 
Winnsborough now stands, in the time of that 
bloody struggle known as the ‘‘Revolutionary 
War.” He was a soldier in that awful contest. 
My father, | know nothing of the history of his 
life, as I never saw him that I know of. My 
mother, Elizabeth Blake, was left a poor widow 
with two children—mvyself and my sister, Lu- 
einda Blake, who married a man in Fairfield 
District, if I mistake not, by the name of Tann. 
She wasa member of the Methodist denomina- 
tion, and died at the age of thirty years, in the 
triumphs of a living faith in Christ. She left 
two children—a son and a daughter. 

I was born in the State of South Carolina, 
Fairfield District, in the year 1817, more than 
three score years ago, of poor, illiterate, hard- 
working, honest and respectable parents, and at 
that time it was difficult to educate orphan chil- 
dren; my mother gave me all the advantages 
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she could of the schools of that time, and when 
I had studied through the Spelling Book, she 
procured for me the “Holy Bible for the man of 
my counsel; however, at that time, I could 
scarcely re ead one word in that good book, and 
yet at that time I was about eleven years old, 

my mother was a true believer in the Doateiuee 
or Teachings of the Holy Bible, although she 
was not a member of any Church at that time, 
for Ministers of the Gospel of Christ and 
Churches were few in number and far between, 

and when I was about eleven years and six 
months old, I was at home on Satur day and was 
sitting in the house trying to read. in that good 
book that my mother gave me,.and I rose from 
my seat with the Bible in my right hand, | 
went out doors to the back end of the house, 

and stood with the Holy Bible in my right hand 
and looked upward, unconscious of the intention 
of the act, when all of a sudden my heart was 
filled with sorrow; I returned into the house 
and laid down on the bed, and laid the Holy 
Bible under my head, and | wept much. My 
mother came to me and wanted ine to tell her 
the cause of my grief. I could not tell her as | 
did not know what was the cause of my trou- 
ble. She took me in her arms and sat down in 
a chair and insisted that I should tell her the 
cause of my grief. My tongue was sat at 
liberty and said I, ‘‘Mother, you are bound to 
die, and you do not know how soon, and Mother, 
I want you to go to heaven when you die, and 
my Mother, I want you to pray to God that he 
would pardon and forgive all of your sins, and I 
said Mother, will you do this?” She said yes, 
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my son, 1 will. My sorrows were now at an 
end, but, alas, the following week my dear 
Mother was taken sick, and did die, and the last 
words that I heard my Mother say. was that 
the Lord would bless her children, and I am 
perfectly satisfied. that the Lord did answer her 
prayers, and QO! thatthe Most High and Holy God 
of Love and Goodness would grant that. all 
mothers would give to their sons and_ their 
daughters the Holy Bible, the pure word of In- 
fallible Truth, the .Word of Life to. fallen 
man. 

T was left an piphen at a tender age, and was 
thrown upon the Stream of Time without 
chart, compass or rudder, having no educa- 
tional advantages or kind friends to take the 
poor waif by the hand and lead me over the 
rough places which ever bestrew an orphan’s 
life. During the buffettings around of my 
desolate and forlorn childhood, [ managed by 
dint of perseverance to pick up just enough of 
a knowledge of letters to enable: me to read 
with labored effort the word of God and to scroll 
out a miserable chirography, the best specimens 
of which were well nigh illegible. At twelve 
years of age I had imbibed enough of Bible 
love to enable me to realize that I was a sinner. 
and to create an intense desire to know more of 
the will of God towards me, and to be a par- 
taker of the great treasures of a free and full 
salvation purchased for me through the wonder- 
ful atonement of Jesus Christ, the Immaculate 
Son of the Most High God. At the age of 
seventeen [ had a full assurance by the witness 
of the Spirit, that God, for Christ’s sake, had 
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pardoned my sins, and I promptly united my- 
self with the people of God. At the age of 
twenty-two I was married to the companion 
who still shares my joys and my sorrows, my 
hopes and humble aspirations, and who has all 
along, through the heated journey of life up to 
the present, proved a helpmate indeed, whose 
patient, Christian example, amidst the many 
changes incident to our pilgrimage, has been a 
source of encouragement and support, tending 
greatly to lighten the burdens and cares of a 
life of toil We have raised a large family of 
sons and daughters, most of whom are grown, 
have some education, are obedient and respect- 
ful to us, and have thus far sustained a reputa- 
tion for irreproachable character and deep -rey- 
erence for God and His holy word. We have 
always been poor, have literally ‘‘eat bread by 
the sweat of the brow,” but God has blessed 
our patient toil, and we have always been able, 
in the direst emergencies, to keep the gaunt 
wolf of want and hunger from the door of our 
humble cottage through all the varied mutations 
of this life of toil. The Bible has been my con- 
stant companion by day and by night; it is the 
one ireasure of my heart, the pillow of cloud by 
day, and of fire by night; the great beacon light: 
to guide my footsteps from earth to heaven, as 
such I have prayerfully and perseveringly stud- 
ied it for half a century with never a doubt that 
it is the revealed will of Almighty God to 
his creature man. One of the results of that 
patient, prayerful study, Christian reader, is this 
little volume. At the age of nineteen I felt an 
_y overwhelming sense of duty to preach the Gos- 
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pel, yea, in common parlance, I was called:to; 
preach, and although this call was as distinct and 
impressive to my mind as an audible voice from 
Almighty God, I, through a.sense of my. weak- 
ness and unworthiness, resisted it as long. as I 
could. . When, I did take up this. cross in obe- 
dience 46 the Divine behest, it was with fear. 
and trembling; but thanks be to God, I..have 
realized that from the day I yielded. obedience 
to my Master’s will in this respect, he has sig-' 
nally and abundantly blessed me,. yea, he. has 
often let me feel that my cup runneth over with 
joy in the shadow of life’s evening, with the in-. 
firmities and afflictions of age clustering around. 
me. I have penned this little book ; if. in mak- 
ing this last bequest to mankind, I shall be the 
means, in God’s hands, of bringing even one 
soul into the fold of Chrict, I shall be. richly, re- 
warded in the reflection that [ have not lived in 
vain, and in presenting you with this. little 
volume, it will perhaps not be amiss in me.to 
state that | am now the rise of sixty years of 
age; that about half this time [ have spent in 
arduous and most diligent labor in the vineyard: 
of my heavenly, Father; always, as I trust, 
with the intention and for the sole purpose of 
propagating and elucidating the true Doctrines 
of Holy Writ, and for the salvation of my fel- 
low-man, and having, in the multiplicity of my 
labors, been often pained and grieved to hear 
professing Christians and even Ministers of, the. 
Gospel, men who of all others, are expected to. 
understand the teachings of God’s Holy Word, 
assert and labor ‘to inculcate into the minds of 
the people, Doctrines the most odious to the na- 
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ture of God, destructive to the true plan of sal- 
vation and damning to the future welfare of 
mankind, I have coneluded to write this little 
volume. The subject upon which | have writ- 
ten may at first appear to the unthinking as one 
of minor importance, I am lead to this belief 
from the fact that I have often heard this class 
of persons remark: ‘‘What difference does it 
make to us who made the Devil, we know that 
he is here and that is all-sufficient,” but my kind 
readers, let me inform all such that it not only 
concerns us but deeply, and so to speak, eternally 
concerns us to have a true knowledge of the 
origin of the Devil or only source of a sin and 
moral disorder in this world; for as you will 
find elucidated in the body of this work, if 
God made the Devil, He made him with a 
design, and that design could be nothing more 
nor less than that through the subtility and in- 
fluence of the Devil, man should sin, and thus 
directly and undeniably they make God the au- 
thor of sin; and the cause of all the evils that 
ever have or ever will afflict the people, from 
the beginning of Time to the latest ages of 
Eternity. Does the origin of the Devil involve 
any of the fundamental Doctrines of salvation ? 
I contend that it does. Ifthen we admit that 
God made the Devil and has not been frustrated © 
in His designs or mistaken in the nature of the 
Devil, then’ we must, with equal im-propriety, 
admit that God zntended that man showd sin, 
that man should fall, and that man, as a mere 
machine, should be eternally punished for that 
which he could not possibly avoid. Away with all 
such—I like to have said Doctrine—but it is 
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not worthy the name of Doctrine, then I will 
say, away with all such anti-Christian, anti-Bi- 
blical nonsense, and let us prove all things in the 
Bible and hold fast to that only which is good 
and true, 

In placing this work before the public, I do 
so with a consciousness of my weakness; but 
as our Saviour chose the weak things of this 
world to confound the mighty, I believe he has, 
in like manner, chosen me to make plain some 
of the great truths of His Holy word; and if 
I should succeed in making plain that which 
has, heretofore, been obscured in darkness to the 
human mind, and thereby honor and glorify the 
name of God, and promote the welfare and hap- 
piness of Man in Time and Hternity, I shall 
have accomplished the great, leading design and 
heartfelt wish of my life. 

As the readers of this work will be the 
proper persons to judge of its merits and de- 
merits, I have one request to make of all those 
into whose hands it may fall, that is, that you 
lay aside all prejudice, all sectarianism, all party- 
ism and every other zsm that is calculated to 
bias the mind and darken the understanding, 
and may God, the true friend of all good, and 
the unyielding foe to all sin and the cause of all 
sin, open your mind to see and receive the truth 
as laid down in His word of Infallible Truth, 
and elucidated in the following pages, and at 
last bring us ALL home to heaven, is the sincere 
prayer of 

Your true friend, 
The Author, 
JOHN P. BLAKE, &r. 


The Devil, or Satan. 


Let sickness blast and death devour, 

If heaven must recompense our pains ; 
Perish the grass and fade the flower, 

If firm the word of God remains. 


[i 

A loud warning to my fellow men and my 
Defense of the Truth. 

To the Saints of God of every Church of 
Christ in this world—Greeting : 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, I feel it my duty 
to address you in God’s name, and for God’s 
glory; and here [am bound to exclaim in the 
language of the Prophet of the Lord ‘‘who will 
rise up with me against the wicked?” or rather, 
against false teachers, for many teach that God, 
the pure God, the everlasting Purity of heaven 
and earth, did make the worst of all beings—the 
Devil. O Lord my God, have mercy on finite 
man. My brethren and sisters, in the language 
of the Prophet of the Lord, I am bound to ex- 
elaim,‘‘O tell it not in Gath, publish it notin the 
streets of Ashkelon, lest the daughters of the 
uncircumcised rejoice, lest the sons of unbelief 
triumph.” And here [ give my heart and 
all my powers, with all that I am to the God of 
my being, and to the father of angels and men, 
and above all to the God and father of the 
Lord Jesus Christ—that no man, however 
learned, can prove any such Doctrine from the 
Holy Bible, the pure word of Infallible Truth— 
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for whatever the Holy Bible may teach, no man 
can prove therefrom that God is unjust, or that 
He is inconsistent in himself; nevertheless | 
know there are men who are fool-hardy enough to 
say that God did makethe Devil. O Lord, have 
mercy on them and open their eyes, that they, 
like thy servant Moses, may ery out, “Lord, 
show me thy Glory.” However. it is my duty 
to contend for the truth and that faith which was 
delivered first to the people of God from the 
very first of creation. And here again I say 
that my opposers will find it much easier to say 
that God made the Devil, than to prove it. But 
let us come to reason and to Revelation—for I have 
nothing in view save the Glory of God and the 
proper notion or faith of the children of men of 
the true God as he has revealed himself to us. 
I shall not attempt to go beyond God, although 
some contend that God from all eternity did un- 
conditionally and predeterminedly do thus and 
so. But I would like to see the champion who 
knows anything about what God did do before 
he was pleased to date to us of himself and 
what He himself did ; for I am constrained to 
cry out, ‘‘O the depth both of the wisdom and 
goodness of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out.” 
But prostrated in the dust at his feet Lery “Holy, 
holy Lord God Almighty, who is and who is to 
come. 

I enter into the subject with the most sin- 
cere love to God’s glory, and the best of feel- 
ings to my fellow-man. Let us therefore ap- 
proach the subject with the profoundest rever- 
ence for God’s glory, and under a sense of our 
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continual dependence on Him for all that we 
have and are. 
| The creation of heaven and earth is the first 
thing that we have any knowledge of, and O! 
that I knew where I might find the invisible and 
Almighty Creator! I would approach even to 
His seat, and prostrate at His feet, I would be- 
seech Him to show me His glory, and teach me 
understanding. 

“In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth, ” see Gen. Ist Chap., Ist verse, 
which is the beginning of all the knowledge 
which we have of God, the great architect of 
heaven and earth, who is the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end, who is high and 
lifted up, God over all. blessed forever. The 
first thing then that engrosses our thoughts is 
the Creative power of the Almighty, who, out 
of nothing, created the Heaven and the Harth, 
with all that God created and made. Now, if 
any man or mortal can go beyond this date, to 
inform me of what the Supreme of Heaven did 
do or design, he can easily rase out all that I 
may write. ‘‘And the Harth was without form 
and void, and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep, and the spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters.” O Lord, my God, give to 
thy feeble servant wisdom and understanding. 
Now see Gen. Ist Chap. 2d verse, and every in- 
telligent man can see that at this moment, if at 
the then present we might begin to count time, 
that there was a self-existing evil according 
to the nature of things, which was opposed to or- 
der and harmony, because void and darkness 
was upon the face of the great deep. Now let 
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us pause and think for a moment upon the then 
existing circumstances of Creation. If there 
had been order and harmony, the work would 
have been complete. Void—what is it? It is an 
empty blank, it contains nothing; hence, it was 
an evil which was opposed to a “good state of 
things. And darkness—I ask with all candor, 
was not the darkness at that time an evil? It 
was a thick, oppressive darkness that might he 
felt; hence, it was an. evil, if not, there would 
have been no need of Light. ‘‘And the spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the waters,” in 
order that proper and good material might 
emerge out of nothing, and that the life and 
virtue, the goodness and harmony of the great » 
Creator might be made manifest... And here I 
would remark that in this void and darkness 
dwelt the spirit of confusion and disorder, 
which was then, as now, opposed to goodness and 
order. See the 3rd verse, Ist Chap. Gen. And 
God said: ‘‘Let there be light, and there was 
light.” What was the result? The light sprang 
forth with all its illuminous virtues-—loudly pro- 
claimed the virtues and glory of the great Cre- 
ator, and as a natural consequence filled this 
void, and drove back the darkness with all the 
evil and confusion which then opposed the good 
order and harmony of Creation. I now ask 
with all candor, what is goodness ? Is it not op- 
posed to evil, confusion and disorder? It seems 
to me that any man, if not insane, would say it 
is. And again, what is evil? Itis in opposition 
to good. Why? Because it is according to the 
nature of things. Can finite men then harmo- 
nize Good and Evil? The case before us is so 
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plain that it does not need a denial. Can an 
Angel unite Good and Evil with union and _ so- 
ciability ?. It is impossible according to the nat- 
ure of things. | Can God harmonize Good and 
Kvil? He has never done so according to the 
Scriptures, for ‘‘what communion hath light with 
darkness, or darkness with light, or what con- 
cord had Christ with Belial.” Can we har- 
monize fire and water? It is impossible. Why ? 
Because it is contrary to the nature of things— 
because fire is inflammatory in its natural prop- 
erties, and water is like the balmy wings of the 
angels that came to our Saviour when he was 
sweating, as it were, great drops of blood: 
they wiped his agonizing body. | Thus water is 
_ calming, soothing and subduing, and will subdue 
fire, because it is according to ‘the nature of the 
two elements—or the nature of things. Again, 
what is Blue? is it not in opposition to Black, 
Red, Yellow and White? But suppose there 
was no color but Blue, what would you call it 
if there was no diversity? I do not mean or in- 
tend therefore that the Devil ever was necessary. 
or that he could not. be dispensed with ; but 
that the Devil is self-existing, according to the 
nature of things; and also, that it would be im- 
possible for God to create such a demon or dra- 
- gon, to be always going about seeking whom he 
may devour. Tor, according to the Holy Bible, 
the pure word of infallible truth, in which is da- 
ted to us the perfection, the goodness, the august 
holiness and truth and unity of the attributes of 
the Godhead, it would be impossible for God to 
be accessory to sin according to the nature of 
things. See also Gen. lst Chap. and 4th verse. 
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—‘‘And God saw the light that it was good” and 
so on to the end of the chapter, that these 
words ‘‘and God saw that it was good” do oe- 
cur. Now, if words or language can convey to 
the mind or understanding of an intelligent be- 
ing, or an idea, does it not show that the word 
eood does show that there was something of a 
different nature? If it does not, how shall we 
comprehend the infinite voodness of the great 
Creator? For the great God has in every in- 
stance shown that he considered or looked upon 
sin with the most holy contempt, although men 
will, with the most blasphemous contempt and: 
disregard of the holiness and justice of God, 

say that God is the author of sin, when God, 

from the beginning, not only declared his love to 
his creatures, but also that he was the almighty 
foe of all sin and moral disorder throughout the 
universe—especially with regard to man—who 
was to hold so distinguished a position in the 
almighty range of creation. After that, God 
had created the heaven and the earth—had given 
to the one its grandeur, and to the other its 
beauty, he proceeded to the creation of man, 
but as man was to hold so distinguished a rank 
in the wide range of being, action and destiny 
of God’s unequal workmanship, infinite wisdom 
paused to deliberate, and the Hternal—Three pro- 
ceed to his formation in council; ‘‘Let us make 
man in our Own image and after our likeness ;” 
so in the image of God ‘‘created He him, male 
and female created He them.” | From the cir- 
cumstances and manner of his creation we infer 
that man was destined to be chief of the works 
of God, uniting in himself alike the nameless 
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diversities of mind, and the endless modifica- 
tions of matter. Man is perhaps altogether the 
most surprising effect of creative power of 
omniscient skill, and combining in himself the 
most remarkable mysteries, and occupying as he 
does a position in the centre, amid the harmonies 
of the universe, man may be regarded as a living 
type of the worlds of matter and of mind: a 
a compound being, consisting of soul and 
body, stamped upon him the signature of 
his value, and proclaimed his title to pre-emi- 
nence amid the universality of things about 
him; his soul a simple, immaterial, uncom- 
pounded principle of life, derived by direct cre- 
ative impartation from God himself, and in- 
tended for immortality, was naturally and 
necessarily indestructible upon condition of 
obedience and fidelity to the God of his exist- 
ence and blessings; created in the image of 
God and pronounced good, very, essentially good, 
by the best, the unerring appraiser of things. 
Thus we see man possessing the high and dis- 
criminating attributes of intelligence, volition 
and sensibility, together with all the ennobling 
capabilities s of an intellectual and moral nature. 
Thus we see man as he came from the hands of 
the great Creator. 

And also see Genesis’ 2nd Chap. and 8th 
verse, and also the 9th—‘‘And the Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there he 
put the man whom he had formed, ” tand out of 
the ground made the Lord God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food, the tree of Life also in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and 


18 THE DEVIL OR SATAN, 


evil.” Now, I ask with all sincerity and with 
all candor, and in reference to all that is sacred 
to man in heaven and earth, is it not here set 
forth as plain as Scripture language can express 
anything, that there was at that time good and 
evil? Can any intelligent man denyit? If any 
man can, he can with the same propriety deny 
the existence of God. Although God has never 
condescended to inform us of the origin of the 
Devil, for the Devil is so detestable in his nature 
and practice, that God never speaks of him. only 
in reference to his creatures-to man. Again 
see Gen. 2nd Chap. 16th & 17th verses—‘‘And the 
Lord God commanded the man, saying of 
every tree of the garden thou mayst freely eat, 
but the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day thou eat- 
est thereof, thou shalt surely die ;”’ hence, for as 
much as man was made in the moral image of 
God, and consequently that God was not only 
man’s Creator, but also his heavenly father, it was 
absolutely necessary that man should be brought 
under a law which would teach man the moral 
obligation to which he was bound to the God of 
his existence and blessings. And also as man 
was morally good, as also that he was in pos- 
session of a free moral agency, and capable of 
choosing and doing according to the reflections 
of the powers of his intelligent nature, that he 
was under a law or covenant of works which 
would teach him that he stood between good 
and evil according to the nature of things, 
which brings us to the subject again: that if 
there had not been the two distinct Beings or 
Natures, God never would have mentioned the 
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good and evil. Now we must come to some 
conclusion, if as some unthinking persons teach 
that God made the evil, it is to teach that God 
is the author of sin; which doctrine is no less 
than blasphemy against the supreme good, as 
also it is a positive contradiction to common 
sense according to the nature of things. If God 
made the Devil, what did he inake him for ? 
The answer is plain and undeniable that God 
made him to be just what he is, nnless we ad- 
mit that God was deceived when He made him, 
which is worse than foolish nonsense ; for under 
such circumstances the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil was a perfect mockery, as also the 
law would be a useless ceremony. - Again, 
as some have taught that God from all eternity 
did predetermine or purpose the fall of man, 
which, according to all common sense, is the 
most horrid blasphemy that was ever uttered 
by men or devils, for ‘‘who hath known the 
mind of the Lord, or who hath been his coun- 
selor,” for there is not the least word or syl- 
lable by which any man can prove any such 
blasphemous doctrine ; for such doctrine is not 
only obnoxious to common sense, but an impos- 
sibility according to the nature of God as he has 
revealed himself to us. I therefore affirm in 
the most positive terms that the Devil is a 
self-existing Being; that he is an immaterial 
substance that cannot be destroyed without be- 
ginning and without end; for if there is a self- 
existing good, which I do believe with all my 
heart, there is also a self-existing evil according 
to the nature of things; therefore God, the 
supreme good, and His throne is guiltless. 
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Therefore man in the beginning was as he is 
now, existing between good and evil, between 
light and darkness, between a friend and a foe ; 
perfectly able to stand and yet liable to fall, for 
(sod cann“t be divided against himself. But if 
(sod made the moving cause of all evil, which is 
impossible, then the tree of Life must have been 
a grand imposition, for it never could have 
benefitted the two persons who were irresisti- 
bly doomed to fall under condemnation. But 
away with all such doctrine, for it is dishonor 
and contempt of the true God ; for Sectarian- 
ism has almost driven mankind to heathenism, 
and O! that the Lord would grant that His holy 
kingdom may speedily comeand over all prevail. 
But to return to the subject:—‘‘Now the serpent 
was more subtile than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made,and he said untothe 
woman, yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden, and the woman said 
unto the serpent, we may eat of the fruit of the 
trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden God hath 
said, ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch 
it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the 
woman, ye shall not surely die, for God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as Gods, 
knowing good and evil.” See Gen. 3d Chap. 
Ist to Sth verses inclusive. Now, it appears 
{o me that the Scriptures before us and 
which we now have under consideration, is suf- 
ficient to settle all controversy ; for itis as plain 
as anything can be, that the Devil now begins 
to manifest his opposition to the Infinite Good, 
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as also against the purity and happiness of His 
creatures. 

Now, if any man or devil can have the au- 
dacity or preposity sufficient to undertake to 
prove that God did make the Devil, and thereby 
did predetermine or purpose the fall of 
man, such a champion must commence his 
proof in the beginning of creation. It won’t do 
to wait until we come to the Revelations of 
Jesus Christ by his servant John ; we will have 
enough of truth when we get to/the Revela- 
tions without any man making the attempt to 
prove a falsehood. ‘Now, the serpent was. 
more subtile than any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made,” which shows that he, 
the serpent, was very cunning, shrewd or wise. 
But I suppose that no man with common sense 
would untertake to prove therefrom, that the 
serpent was the instrument by which our first 
parents were deceived or robbed of their holi- 
ness. Some commentators seem to think that 
the beast here spoken of, was an ape; but we 
must lay aside all Sectarianism, and come to 
God and desire nothing but the truth. God 
the supreme good is almighty, and the Devil is a 
mighty evil; hence it is atruth, well founded, 
that the Devil transformed himself into 
the likeness of the serpent in order to de- 
eeive the woman, in which instance he 
gave God the lie, thus; “ye shall not 
surely die, for God doth know that in the 
day ye eat thereof ye shall become as Gods, 
knowing good and evil; now, it is a plain truth 
that the Devil was well posted ; and by-the-by, 
was a well informed Lawyer-for he here ap- 
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peals to the nature of things-thus: ‘“‘ye shall 
become as Gods, knowing good and evil,” hence 
the Devil was aware that the Almighty did 
know his subtileness, and therefore God did teach 
our fore-parents the dread reality of violating 
the Law or Covenant which he, the rightful 
lawgiver, had instituted. It is certain that God 
did know that there was a self-existing Evil, and 
therefore made it possible and praeticable for 
the steadfastness of the happy pair. But the 
knowledge of the Almighty in the case did not 
have any influence in producing either the cause 
or the effect of sin. See Thomas Scott’s com- 
ment on the eighth chapter of John, he says: 
‘‘From the beginning of the world or the exist- 
ence of man that great adversary of God andof 
his creation had been a murderer or man- 
slayer.” The Devil first prevailed over Eve by 
a lie, and through her, over Adam; hence it fol- 
lows that they were both sinners—because they 
had partaken of the nature of the Devil in op- 
position to God and his holiness. Now, can 
any man pretend to advocate in behalf of such 
a detestable doctrine as that God is the author 
of the existence of sin and moral disorder— 
when man was in every respect qualified to re- 
main in eternal association with the God of his 
nature, and any tendency to decay that may 
have attached to the constituent parts of the 
different elementary tendencies of which his 
body was composed, may, and it occurs to us, 
must have been counteracted by the special pro- 
vision which had been made for the perpetuity 
of the organic division of his being, upon con- 
dition of obedience and fidelity to the God of 
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his existence, and any tendency of his material 
organization to decay was counteracted, not on- 
ly by a well known law of the vital functions in 
the case, but by the specific influence of the 
Tree of Life; so denominated because of its 
life-perpetuating, its death preventing proper- 
ties ; and to which man had free access exclu- 
sively in view of the continuity of his being 
as a citizen of earth. The Tree of Life was 
the only one in all the garden of God which 
was forfeited in consequence of sin, The Tree 
of Life was banned and guarded by helmed 
Seraphim and sworded Cherubim. lest man, in 
the language of Heaven, ‘‘should put forth his 
hand and eat and live forever,” which language 
would be false, as well as unmeaning, unless this 
tree possessed the life-sustaining qualities as- 
cribed to it ; and hence the presumption that it 
must have possessed the power of continuing a 
life forfeited by sin. Be this as it may, the 
means to guarantee the immortality of man, 
even as a physical being, were in every way 
adequate—were within his reach. But sin sepa- 
rated man from all the blessings of the Creator. 
Had man continued in his paradisical holiness 
until he had served out his probationary state, 
he would have been like Enoch and Elijah—he 
would have been translated to a higher abode— 
where he would otherwise have proclaimed the 
glory and honor of his creator. But alas, alas! 
magn sinned against the Supreme Good, and con- 
sequently he sank under the wrath of a sin- 
avenging God, for God said, ‘‘in the day thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die;’’ and with- 
out controversy man was literally dead in tres- 
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passes and sin; he had lost the moral image of 
God—which St. Paul says, was righteousness and 
true holiness-hence he was spiritually dead to 
God and under the dominion of death—tem- 
poral, spiritual and eternal. 
‘Hark from the tombs a doleful sound, 
Mine ears attend the ery ; 
Ye living men come view the ground 
Where you must shortly lie.” 

Now, can any man pretend to say that God 
was the author of such confusion and moral dis- 
order; for sin was so hateful and destructive, 
and so detestable in the sight of God, that He 
not only withdrew his glory from man, but the 
earth, with all its parts, was cursed because of 
the awful change. Yet some will say that God 
had just as well have made i so as to have 
allowed it. Yes, poor infatuated wretch, if God 
had made man a mere machine to act merely as 
he was acted upon, without any free moral 
agency—to merely drift along—and consequently, 
according to the true nature of things, man 
could not be responsible or accountable for his 
acts. Then we might say, O Lord, wherefore 
hast thou made al! men in vain! | 

Now see Gen. 6th Chap. 5th, 6th and 7th 
verses: ‘‘And God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth and that every 
imagination of the thought of his heart was 
only evil continually, and it repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart ; and the Lord said, I 
will destroy man whom I have created from the 
face of the earth, both man and beast, and the 
creeping things and the fowls of the air, for it 
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repenteth me that | have made them.” O thou 
that dwellest on high, O thou that is of purer 
eyes than to look upon sin with the least allow- 
ance, have mercy upon thy feeble servant, and 
guide his understanding, that he may make 
manifest the truth according to the nature of 
things. | 

Now, it is evident, according to all common 
sense, that unless mankind are determined to 
believe a lie, just as our first parents did, the 
subject under consideration is a positive truth 
without variation or doubt. Now to the 6th 
Chap. of Gen. 5th, 6th and 7th verses, which 
we have under consideration. If words or 
language can convey an idea to the understand- 
ing of intelligent beings, do not these Scrip- 
tures set forth the love and mercies, and relent- 
ings of the great Creator ; ‘‘and it repented the 
Lord that he had made man upon the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart.” We cannot 
suppose for a moment that there was weeping 
and lamentation according to the passions of 
finite man, but here was an Almighty contest 
between the holy attributes of Deity—especially 
between Justice and Mercy. | Justice cried 
aloud to cut the sin-degraded intelligence off ; 
but Mercy intervenes and pleads for those who, 
through the subtileness of the Devil were alien- 
ated from God, the supreme good. ‘‘And the 
Lord said-I will destroy man whom I have cre- 
ated from the face of the earth, both man and 
beast and the creeping things and the fowls of 
the air, for it repenteth me that I have made 
them.” Is it not as plain therefore as anything 
can be, that if God could have prevented the 
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fall of man according to justice, it never would 
have occurred—for God is the supreme good, the 
supreme freedom of heaven and earth. For as 
much then as man was made in the image of 
God and governor over all the earth, it was im- 
possible for God to have prevented it, unless he 
could have changed the moral constitution of 
man; hence, it follows that it was impossible 
for God to have been accessory to the cause or 
effects of sin; for the Lord and proprietor of 
heaven and earth speaks to us in the language 
of fatherly compassion, and shows that sin is not 
only hateful in his sight, but that it is degrading 
and damning inits natural effects. But neverthe- 
less some will still cavil, as it seems, to make 
God the author of sin, and will say that God 
did know that man would violate the law. 
Now, I would like to know who knows what 
God knew about the fall of man, unless God 
had given some information about what he 
knew in the case. We are not disposed to al- 
low guesswork on the subject before us ; 
nevertheless I am perfectly satisfied that God 
knows ‘‘from the beginning to the end.” But 
does his knowing all things make or cause the 
things that are, just because he knows them? 
If so, you make God just what your doctrine 
always teaches—that God, the supreme good, 
is the author of sin; therefore, if because God 
knows that man is a sinner, and his knowing it 
makes him a sinner, we are all as sure of hell 
as if we were now init. But hear O! heavens, 
and give ear O! earth, that the Lord God om- 
nipotent does know, because it was, and because 
it is, and because it will be so according to the 
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nature of things. But to return to the subject, 
see the first chapter of the book of Job, com- 
mencing at sixth verse—'‘Now, there was a day 
when the sons of God came to present them- 
selves before the Lord, and Satan came also 
among them.” This book, called the Book of 
Job, is certainly the most complicated material 
within the Bible. Commencing at the sixth 
verse—first we are brought to a review of the 
Past, the Present and the Future. First, that 
God is the supreme good of heaven and earth, 
that he is the great [ am, high and lifted up, 
God over all, blessed forever ; that he is worthy 
of all possible honor, praise and adoration that 
can ever be uttered or given to him by men and 
angels; also that his infinite wisdom and power 
is acknowledged by even the Prince of Darkness 
which is now before us; and also, that the 
supreme good was the sum total, the centre of 
all adoration. ‘‘The sons of God came to pre- 
sent themselves before the Lord,” those who, 
through faith, desired to please God and trusted 
in the promise that ‘‘the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head,’”’ aud that they, 
like all the sons and daughters of Adam, were 
deeply involved in crime by the subtileness of 
the Devil, and desiring to flee from the wrath 
to come, came to worship the supreme good, 
“and Satan came also among them.” The great 
adversary of God and his creatures now makes 
his appearance as a distinct and separate being. 
Now, what is the lesson taught? Is it not this 
—that here is the omnipresent being, the Al- 
mighty good and his creatures—the humble sup- 
pliants crying for mercy, and also the Devil or 
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Satan, who is self-existing, w ho is naturally op- 
posed to all that is good? ‘‘And the Lord said 
unto Satan, whence comest thou?” Then Satan 
answered the Lord and said: ‘‘From going to 
and fro in the earth, and from walking up. and 
down in it,” see 1st Chap. 7th verse of Job, and 
is it not as plain as A BC that here is a clear 
and positive declaration of facts that cannot be 
set aside, that there was two distinct and sepa- 
rate Beings in conversation, and that they were 
directly opposed one to the other, and does not 
the Devil or Satan acknowledge that he was 
going to and fro through the earth and from 
walking up and down in it, which was, that he 
was employed in those things which were con- 
genial or suited to his wicked nature. Now, we 
have been laboring to set forth those truths 
which should have been understood from the be- 
ginning. But all mankind, as they come imto 
the world and grow up, embrace the common 
faith without ever thinking what they believe. 
But the subject is now before us and God is his 
own interpreter, and he will certainly make it 
plain. But let us return to the subject under 
consideration; ‘‘And the Lord said unto Satan, 
hast thou considered my servant Job, that there 
is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an 
upright man ; one that feareth God and eschew- 
eth evil.” Here the Devil or Satan durst not 
dare interrogate the Supreme Being; but like a 
thief in ambush, was ready to seize every Op- 
portunity of promulgating his wicked designs 
against God and his creatures. But the Lord 
was not ignorant of the devices of Satan; but 
knowing that Satan was desirous of getting the 
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advantage of Job, as he was naturally averse to 
all good, the Lord intended to show the excel- 
lency and power of his divine grace in the re- 
demption of mankind from the power of the 
Devil. Then Satan answered the Lord and 
said: ‘‘Doth Job fear God for naught, hast thou 
not made a hedge about him and about his 
house and about all that he hath? on every side 
thou has blessed the work of his hands, and his 
substance is increased in the land.” Now, can 
any man with one eye and half sense, or even 
the most skeptical infidel deny the fact that 
there was two distinct beings as well as two dis- | 
tinct natures, and that they were directly op- 
posed one to the other. Now, can any man 
have the audacity to say that God had made 
this great demon or Satan to be always op- 
posing the truth, for here the Devil or Satan ac- 
knowledged the superiority of infinite power, 
wisdom and goodness of God to Job, and also 
that it was through the watchful care of the Al- 
mighty that Job retained his integrity. ‘ But 
put forth thine hand now and _ touch-all that he 
hath and he will curse thee to thy face.”’ The 
answer is plain; the Devil knew that God was 
not divided against himself and would not 
molest Job. 

But the object which the Devil had in view 
was this—that if God would let him have access 
to Job, that he, the Devil or Satan, would show 
what he could do even as he had already done 
in the beginning. But God willing more abun- 
dantly to make known the exceeding riches of 
his grace and power, and that not only the 
Devil, but all mankind, might know that his 
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grace was almighty sufficient to sustain those 
who put their trust in him, and that they might 
have a firm and undoubted trust in the infinite 
good and fly to God for refuge and lay hold 
upon the hope set before them, that they might 
resist the Devil, that he might be deceived in 
them as he wasin Job. ‘And the Lord said 
unto Satan, behold all that he hath is in thy 
power, only upon himself put not forth thine 
hand.” So Satan went forth from the presence 
of the Lord. Here the Lord gives up all that 
Job had as temporal blessings in order to show 
that he was able to sustain those who put their 
trust in Him, even in the most adverse cireum- 
stances, and to show that the Devil was directly 
an enemy to God and man according to the nature 
of things. But the Devil was linited: although 
he might destroy the property of Job, yet he 
could not touch his life, that the Lord might say 
to Job, and through him to all generations: 
“Rear not, for lam with thee, O be not dis- 
mayed ; 

For lam thy God and will still give thee 
aid.” 

Now can any man that is not insane pretend 
to say that God is the author of all this confu- 
sion and moral disorder? But still some will say 
that itis probable that the Devil is some fallen 
intelligence. It does not alter the case—you 
are just where you were—you either make God 
the author of sin, which is impossible, or come 
to the point atlast, for if the present Devil 
under consideration was some fallen intelligence, 
you will come to one at last that had no begin- 
ning according to the nature of things. But to 
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return. The Devil went forth and destroyed 
all the substance of Job; then Job arose, and 
rent his mantle and shaved his head and fell 
down upon the ground and worshipped and said 
‘naked came [ out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return thither, the Lord gave 
and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” In all this Job sinned not, 
nor charged God foolishly. In the Scriptures be- 
fore us we see the excellency of the power that 
rested upon Job. Job did not know but that 
it was the Lord that had destroyed his sub- 
stance; but quiet and humble as if he felt the 
consoling promise of the Almighty saying, 
‘What I donow, thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter ; which should be suf- 
ficient encouragement to God’s people to be re- 
signed to his will, for the promise is sure— 

At home or abroad, on the land, on the sea, 

As thy days may demand, shall thy strength 
ever be; 

For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

Let us now return*to the word of God again. 
“There was a day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the Lord, and 
Satan came also among them to present himself 
before the Lord, and the Lord said unto Satan 
from whence comest thou? and Satan answered 
the Lord and said, from going to and fro in the 
earth and from walking up and down in it, and 
the Lord said unto Satan, hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God and escheweth evil and still 
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he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him to destroy him without 
cause ; and Satan answered the Lord and said, 
skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he 
give for his life, but put forth thine hand now 
aud touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse thee to thy face ; and the Lord said unto 
Satan, behold, he is in thine hand, but save his 
life. So went Satan forth from the presence of 
the Lord and smote Job with sore boils from 
the sole of his foot unto his crown.” See 2d 
chap. of Job, Ist to 7th verses inclusive. See 
first verse of the Scriptures now. before us, and 
it not only teaches that God is the Supreme of 
Heaven and Earth, the great architect and the 
sovereign and rightful Ruler, but that He is the 
centre, the sum total of all that is good and 
glorious, of all that is kind, and also that in the 
Scriptures before us, He does, as appears to us, 
manifestly set forth, according to the nature of 
things, the great causes of all that we are con- 
cerned with ; for there is notsnother just such 
a clause in all the Holy Bible--in which is so 
clearly and manifestly revealed to us the eternal 
and original causes, according to the nature of 
things ; for, according to the Holy Bible, the 
pure word of God’s infallible truth, it is seen, 
line upon line, precept upon precept, not only 
here a little -and there a little, but the entire 
blessed volume, or Book of God, does show as 
clear, and clearer than the sun in its meridian 
height, that God never could have been acces- 
sory to the great eclipse or awful change of his 
creation. ‘‘Again,” which is a different day or 
time from the first day mentioned, ‘‘the sons of 
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God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also among them.”’ 

See Malachi, 3d chapter, 16th and 18th verses, 
“then they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard 
it and a book of remembrance was written be- 
fore him for them that feared the Lord and that 
thought upon his name, and they shall be mine 
saith the Lord of hosts in that day when I make 
up my jewels, and I will spare them as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him, then shall 
ye return and discern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that serveth God 
and him that serveth him not, and Satan came 
also among them to present himself before the 
Lord.”. Now we cannot suppose for a moment 
that the Devil, just before this time spoken 
of, were invisible to the omnipresent and glorious 
God, whose eye pervades the vast expanse of 
space. But it fully explains the fact that the 
Devil is self-willed, and that at this time he 
was using all of his infernal power to retard the 
progress of holiness in the world; also this 
momentous occasion shows that there was two 
moving or opposing causes —one a mighty and 
the other an ALMIGHTY power, that there was a 
mighty evil and an Almighty and glorious good. 
“And the Lord said unto Satan, hast thou con- 
sidered my servant Job, that there is none like 
him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God and escheweth evil and 
still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him to destroy him without 
cause,’ which Scripture language proves that 
Job was one of the holiest Saints then upon 
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earth, notwithstanding the Devil was making his 
boldest efforts to decoy Job fron the fountain of 
holiness, yet through the virtues of the Al- 
“mighty Good, Job retained his integrity ; as 
also these scriptures illustrate the fact that 
God’s sovereign power and grace is all-suffi- 
cient to carry out the redemption of mankind, 
and to illustrate the holiness, power and ne 
of the attributes of Deity. 

Yet God shows that sin is so damning in its 
nature and effects, that were it not for the at- 
tribute of mercy, His holy indignation and 
abhorrence of sin would be sufficient under the 
circumstances, to cause the Infinite Good to 
annihilate his creatures. But blessing and 
honor and praise and power, might and domin- 
ion be unto God, and the Lamb and to the 
Spirit—three in one—forever, Amen. ‘And 
Satan answered the Lord and said, skin for 
skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for 
his hfe.” Satan having failed in his satanic 
efforts in the first effort in Job’s case now 
under consideration, now makes his boldest ef- 
fort at Job’s life; he says to the God and father 
of Job, ‘‘skin for skin’—that is, now let me 
have access to the skin of his flesh and the 
membranes of his bone, and I will make him 
weary of his life—for life to an immortal and 
intelligent being is of the highest moment ; 
ther efor e all that he hath will he give for his life. 
But in this case also the Devil was disappointed, 
for the grace of God was sufficient, not only to 
sustain Job, but in like manner, all those in all 
ages and nations that feared God and departed 
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mitted to the most torturing deaths to glorify 
God’s grace and holiness, which had given them 
clean hearts and renewed in them a right spirit. 
But Satan said unto the Lord, ‘‘and he will 
curse thee to thy face, and the Lord said unto 
Satan, behold he is in thine hand, but save his 
life,” that is, you may now test your satanic 
powers, but the life of all created intelligence 
is at my disposal, and I will in this case, as in 
all others, give a noble representation of my 
holy abhorrence of all evil and moral disorder 
and thereby establish beyond all controversy 
that there are two eternal or operating causes of 
good and evil, and that there is a self-existing 
good, and also a self-existing evil according to 
the nature of things. » 

Again, in the Scriptures before us, we are 
taught these momentous facts—that the Al- 
mighty Creator brought good out of evil or out 
of an evil state of things and also out of noth- 
ing or an empty blank he made and constituted 
the heavens and earth with all their glory and 
beauty ; and does not the incomprehensible 
glory and majesty and harmony and order of 
creation show, that God is opposed to all con- 
fusion and disorder. ‘‘So went Satan irom the 
presence of the Lord and smote Job with sore 
boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown, 
and he took him a potsherd to scrape himself 
withal and he sat down among the ashes. Then 
said his wife unto him, dost thou still retain 
thine integrity? curse God and die. But he 
said unto her, thou speakest as one of the foolish 
women speaketh, what, shall we receive good 
at the hand of God and shall we not receive 
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evil?” In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 
Now does not the holy and pure word of God 
set forth in this reading this truth that the 
Devil had been employing all of his satanic 
power against the harmony and glory of cre- 
ation. But the Lord omnipotent reigneth with 
this sure and unmovable promise : 
‘In every condition, in sickness and. in 
health, 
In poverty’s. veil, or abounding in wealth, 
The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes, 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor 
to shake, | 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake. 

The Devil having exhausted all of his satanic 
powers in opposition to God and his creature 
man, and having seen the manifestations of the 
sanctifying influence of God’s grace, and that 
Job still retained his integrity, he was, lke the 
Poet says: ‘‘the Devil trembles when he sees 
the weakest saint upon his knees.” But still, 
as a last resort, he endeavors. to overcome Job 
as he did Adam, by decoying his wife and 
through her Job. But Job could still say, ‘‘thyrod 
and thy staff they comfort me ;”’ hence the Lord 
prospered the latter part of Job’s life more 
than the first ; hence he could say ‘‘blessed is 
the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful ; but his de- 
light is in the law of the Lord, and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night ; and _ he shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of waters 
that bringeth forth his fruit. in his season, his 
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leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper; the ungodly are not so, 
but are like the chaff which the wind driveth 
away, therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 
of the righteous, for the Lord knoweth the way 
of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly 
shall perish,” see lst chapter of Psalms. See also 
the 32d chapter of Deuteronomy, Ist and 4th 
verses: “Give ear O yea heavens and I will 
speak, and hear O earth the words of my 
mouth—my doctrine shall-drop as the rain, my 
speech shall distill as. the dew, as the small 
rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers 
upon the grass, because I will publish the name of 
the Lord, ascribe ye greatness unto our God, 
he is the rock, his work is perfect, for all his 
ways are judgment, a God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is he, therefore let God 
be true, but (if need be) every man a liar.” 

See Deuteronomy, 32d chapter, 16th, 17th 
and 18th verses. ‘‘They provoked the Lord to 
jealousy with strange gods, with abominations 
provoked they him to anger; they sacrificed 
unto devils not to God; to gods whom they 
knew not; to new gods that came newly up, 
whom your fathers heard not of; the rock that 
begat thee thou art unmindful of and hast for- 
gotten God that formed thee, for the Lord is 
loving unto every man, and his mercies are 
over all his works; therefore thus saith the Lord, 
ye shall not add unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither shall you diminish aught 
from it, that ye may keep the commandments 
of the Lord your God which I command you.” 
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See Deut., 4th chapter, 2d verse; also 3rd 
chap., 7th verse: ‘‘Thou shalt have none other 
gods before me; thou shalt not make thee any 
graven images or any likeness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth be- 
neath, or that isin the waters beneath the earth, 
thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them 
nor serve them, for I, the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God—visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generations of them that hate me, and shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me 
and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, for 
the Lord will not. hold him guiltless that take 
his name-.in vain. Keep the Sabbath day. to 
sanctify it as the Lord thy God has commanded 
thee, Six days thon shalt labor and do all thy 
work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God, i it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou nor thy son, nor thy maid-servant. nor 
thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor 
the stranger that is within thy gates; that thy 
man-servant and thy maid-servant may rest as 
well as thou. Honour thy father and thy 
mother as the Lord thy God hath commanded 
thee. Thou shalt not kill, neither shalt thou 
commit adultery, neither shalt thou steal, 
neither shalt thou dear false witness against thy 
neighbor, neither shalt thou desire thy neigh- 
bor’s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neigh- 
bor’s house, his field, or his man-servant, or his 
maid-servant, nee OX, or his ass, or any ums that 
is thy neighbor’s.’ | 
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Again, 6th chap., 4th verse: ‘‘Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God is one Lord, and thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart and 
with all thy soul and with all thy might, and 
these words which I command thee this day 
shall be in thy heart and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down and when thou risest up, for thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” Now does 
not these scriptures now before us clearly set 
forth the undeniable fact that God is holy, just 
and good, and that he requires, not only moral- 
ity, but purity of action, and that we should 
always act in reference to his glory and the wel- 
fare of the human race ; and to accomplish it, 
we must teach our children the statutes and 
laws and the commandments of the Lord at all 
times, that they may have a proper knowledge 
of Him as he has revealed himself to us, for 
without holiness no one can be happy in this 
present world or that which is to come. Now 
can any man of common. sense and veracity, 
pretend to try to establish a falsehood—that God 
is the original or moving cause of all sin and 
moral disorder? Is it possible that the fountain 
of all holiness could have purposed or_ pre- 
determined that such an eclipse or awful change 
should come to pass, by which purpose or pre- 
determination all mankind would be brought 
into such an awful uncertain state of things? It 
cannot be that the God of all truth should lie ; 
it cannot be that the supreme good of all that 
we know in heaven and earth could be the moving 
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eause or starting point of all evil and immoral- 
ity ; for it is a fact, not to be controverted that 
the just and holy God has, as it were, had to 
overcome himself to save poor, lost and ruined 
sinners. Now in order to prove this fact, let us 
bring up a few references and see if it is not 
even so; and may the Lord guide us aright. 
Now see the book of Exodus, 19th chap., com- 
mencing at the ninth verse, to the end of the 
chapter: and there we will see God’s abhorrence 
of all evil, which does set aside all probability 
that God did purpose the fall of man and there- 
by bring mankind into such a degraded state or 
condition that he, the supreme good, could not 
tolerate their approach to him when he came 
down on Mount Sinai, and the Lord said unto 
Moses: ‘‘Lo I come unto thee in a thick cloud 
that the people may hear when I speak with 
thee and believe thee forever, and the Lord said 
unto Moses, go unto the people and sanctify them 
to-day and to-morrow, and let them wash their 
clothes and be ready against the third day, for the 
third day the Lord will come down in the sight 
of all the people upon Mount Sinai, and thou 
shalt set bounds unto the people round about, 
saying, take heed to yourselves that ye go not 
up into the mount or touch the border of it ; 
whosoever toucheth the Mount shall be surely 
put to death, there shall not a hand touch it, but 
he shall surely be stoned or shot through, 
whether it be beast or man, it shall not live.” 
Now is not the scriptures before us sufficient 
proof that sin is the most detestable thing in all 
nature? that even now, when the Almighty 
was condescending enough to teach the people — 
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his statutes, his laws and his commandments for 
their moral reform, he showed the people the 
hatefulness of moral disorder and published 
aloud his infinite abhorrence of all evil. And 
Moses went down from the Mount unto the 
people and sanctified the people, and they wash- 
ed their clothes, and it came to pass on the 
third day in the morning that there were thun- 
derings and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon 
the Mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceed- 
ing loud so that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled.” 

Again, does not these scriptures prove that 
God cannot look upon sin with the least of al- 
lowance, and that he is angry with the wicked 
every day; for ‘‘he looketh upon the hills and 
they tremble ; he toucheth the mountains and 
they smoke,” which doth prove that God could 
not be accessory to the awful controversy then 
between the supreme of heaven and earth and 
his creature man. ‘‘And Moses brought forth 
the people out of the camp to meet with God, 
and they stood at the nether. part of the mount, 
and Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, be- 
cause the Lord descended upon it in fire, and 
the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly, 
and when the voice of the trumpet sounded 
long and waxed louder and louder, Moses 
spake and God answered him by a voice, and 
the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai on the 
top of the mount, and the Lord called Moses up 
to the top of the mount, and Moses went up and 
the Lord said unto Moses, go down, charge the 
people lest they break through unto the Lord, 
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to gaze and many of them perish, and let the 
priests also sanctify themselves lest the Lord 
break forth upon them.” Now let us lay aside 
all sectarianism and come to God desiring noth- 
ing but the truth, as it is set forth in these 
scriptures, for it is a plain truth, not only from 
these scriptures now before us, but the entire 
blessed. book of God’s truth does show that 
(,od does deal with his creature man upon the 
principles of free moral agency, and that man 
has the powers of his own reasoning faculties, 
and can thereby make his own reprobation sure, 
or his own election world without end ; - for if 
(sod had. made the moving cause of all evil, man 
would have been a mere machine, and the pur- 
poses of God would have drove him through as 
I would drive an iron wedge into a stick of 
timber ; for the Lord, when he came down on 
Mount Sinai, proclaimed aloud in the most pos- 
itive language, that his holiness was so perfect 
that nothing unholy could approach his pres- 
ence, for this.reason the people were command- 
ed to sanctify themselves lest his holy indigna- 
tion should utterly consume them, and therefore 
the circumstances in which the Lord came down 
on Mount Sinai, were sufficient evidence to show 
that he was as remote from sin 1n his nature as 
heaven was from hell. 

Now to illustrate these truths see Resa 334 
chap., 18th and part of the 19th verses, and so 
on to the end of said chapter: “And Moses 
spake unto the Lord and he said, I beseech thee, 
show me thy glory, and the Lord said, I will 
make all my goodness pass before thee, and I 
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee, 
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and the Lord said, thou canst not see my. face, 
for there shall no man see me and live ; and the 
Lord said, behold there isa place by me and 
thou shalt stand upon a Rock, and it shall come 
to pass while my glory passeth by, that I will 
put thee ina clift of the rock and wil! cover 
thee with my hand while I pass by, and I will 
take away mine band and thou shalt see my 
back parts, but my face shall not be seen.” 
Now if Moses, the servant of God, could not 
see his maker, is it not sufficient evidence that 
God never could have made the Devil as the 
moving cause of all evil; for when the Lord 
came down on Mount Sinai, and athick cloud 
intervened between (rod and the people, and 
there was thundering and lightning—-all of 
which was positive evidence of the wrath and 
holy indignation of a sin avenging God; hence 
the circumstances and manner of the approach 
and condescending of the Almighty to speak 
with his own peculiar people showed that he: 
could not tolerate sin, for even Moses could not 
see the face of his God. Although Moses had 
obtained favor in the sight of the Lord, yet he 
was not perfect, and therefore nothing that was 
sin-defiled could see his holy and_ perfect: 
likeness. ~ Yet the Lord was loving unto every 
man, and his mercy was over all his works; and 
therefore. the Lord God omnipotent evidenced 
to the people at Mount Sinai, that it was entire- 
ly out of loving kindness and unmerited favor 
that he condescended to teach them his laws, his 
statutes and his commandments, that these 
things might bring them out of nature’s dark- 
ness, and from the power of sin ‘and Satan into 
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the glorious light’ and liberty of the people of 
the infinite good, and therefore it cannot be 
possible that the infinite good, the God and father 
of all mankind, could be the cause of all sin anal 
moral disorder. 

It is impossible for God, the supreme good, 
to have been so inconsistent to his holy nature. 
It is impossible, yes, it is the highest impossibil- 
ity for God, to have ordered or willed a thing 
or object that he himself could not tolerate. It 
is impossible for the supreme good to be divided 
against himself; therefore all intelligences love 
God, the mighty maker of heaven and earth ; 
because he is holy, just and good, therefore | 
love God because he is sinless and undefiled, 
because he is without iniquity, just and right is 
he. O thou that made the heavens and the 
earth! O thou that said, ‘‘Let there be light, 
and there was light; O thou that said, it re- 
pented thee that thou hast made man upon the 
earth, have mercy for thy mercy sake ; O thou 
that said, that the seed of the woman should bruise 
the serpent’s head, in thy loving kindness for- 
give our transgressions ; O thou that came down 
upon ‘Mount Sinai, and published aloud thy holy 
abhorrence to all sin and moral disorder ; thou 
that taught the people thy laws, thy statutes, 
and thy commandments, and made known thy 
judgments, have mercy and forgive our sins ; 
O thou that didst so love the world of mankind 
that thou didst give thine only son to die for 
them, forgive our transgressions and our sins 
for Jesus’ sake, and grant, O holy father, for 
Jesus’ sake, that thy holiness and thy purity 
may be known and acknowledged by all man- 
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kind, and grant, I beseech thee, that all man- 
kind may lay aside all controversy and flock to 
the @tandard of truth for Jesus’ sake ; and grant, 
O Lord, for the love which Jesus had for sin- 
ners, that thy name may be glorified on earth as 
it is glorified in heaven, and that the labor of 
thy feeble servant in this case may redound to 
the honor and praise of thy glory both now and 
forever. Amen. | 
Again, see Exodus, 34th chapter, 5th, 6th 
and 7th verses: ‘‘And the Lord descended in 
the cloud and stood with him there, and pro- 
claimed the name of the Lord, and the Lord 
passed by before him, and proclaimed the Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long suffer- 
ing and abundant in goodness and truth, keep- 
ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilt ; visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children, and upon the children’s 
children unto the third and to the fourth 
generations.” Now from the facts in the 
scriptures now before us, is clearly to be seen 
the nature of God. Now if God made the 
moving cause of all evil, and thereby did pre- 
determine or purpose the fall of man, could 
there be any sincerity in that which is here 
written? for if God did purpose that man 
should sin, there would be no truth in what is 
here proclaimed to Moses on Mount Sinai; for 
it could not be that God would hold his creature 
man responsible for that which he, as the 
supreme of heaven and earth had decreed, 


should come to pass, But such doctrine is 


46 THE DEVIL OR SATAN, : 


nothing more nor less than blasphemy against 
the holy and just God. 

But the holy and just God, after heghad 
declared his holy abhorrence of all sin and im- 
morality, lets them know that he was a merciful 
God, and that he would pardon or forgive all of 
their sins upon condition of their obedience and 
fidelity to him as the author of their being and 
blessings. Again, in consideration of all things 
that is taught in the Holy Bible, that is caleu- 
lated to inspire our minds and give us a noble 
representation of the all-wise and infinite good, 
can any man or intelligent woman believe that 
the just and holy God could pre-determine that 
the parents should do or not do, and then hold 
the children responsible for the sins of the par- 
ents? It can never b2 so. But every child born 
into the world is sinless and undefiled ; but 
when they come to know good and evil, then if 
they commit sins after the manner of their 
fathers’ transgression, then the like punishment 
as was due to their fathers will be inflicted 
upon them—for the. wages of sin.is death, tem- 
poral and spiritual and eternal ; for the soul 
that sinneth it shall die saith the Lord of hosts ; 
hence it is a plain fact, all things considered, 
that sin is a thing in itself, and that itis unereated 
—that it is without. beginning and without end.; 
and therefore the Devil, the father of all that is 
ungodly, is a natural liar and the father of it 
according to the nature of things, for according 
to the nature of things, it is impossible that 
there could be any fr iendship or connection be- 
tween good and evil; between right and wrong ; 
between light and darkness; for goodness al- 
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ways excels; and light will always predominate 
and discard. darkness ; for the Lord is not like 
unto mankind that he should always be doing 
or undoing—for he performs his work with the 
most complete harmony, order and truth; and 
infinite wisdom crowns his work ; and -merey, 
truth, justice and goodness is the crown of. his 
throne. A thousand years is like one day, and 
one day as a thousand years; short as the watch 
that ends the night before the rising sun. 
- Now let us cast Satan out of our hearts; and 
with the profoundest reverence for God’s glory 
and a proper knowledge of his nature approach 
his word, which is given to us as the man of our 
counsel ; also let us not be weary in well doing, 
for in due season we shall reap if we faint not. 
Now see the book of Jeremiah, the Prophet 
of the Lord, the 18th chapter, commencing at 
the first verse to the eleventh inclusive : ‘‘The 
word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord 
saying, arise and go down to the Potter’s house, 
and there I will canse thee to hear my words ; 
then I went down to the Potter’s house and 
behold he wrought a work on. the wheels, and 
the vessel that. he made of clay was marred in 
the hand of the Potter, so he made it again 
another vessel as seemed good to the Potter to 
make it; then the word of the Lord came to 
me saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with 
you as this Potter, saith the Lord, behold as the 
clay is in the Potter’s hand, so are ye in mine 
hand ; O house of Israel, at what instant I shall 
speak concerning a nation and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up and to pull down and to 
destroy it, if that nation against whom I have 
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pronounced turn from their evil I will repent 
of the evil that I thought to do unto them, and | 
at what instant I shall speak concerning a 
nation and concerning a kingdom to build and 
to plant it, if it do evil in my sight that it obey 
not my voice, then I will repent of the good 
wherewith I said I would benefit them. Now 
from the scriptures now under consideration is 
clearly seen that God is no respector of persons ; 
but, that he will reward every one according to 
_their works, whether it be good or bad. A 
work on wheels literally two stones—one _ be- 
neath and ove above—which turned around and 
answering the purpose of modern contrivances 
for the same purpose, and indisputably the Lord 
had a far more absolute property in his 
people as their creator and governor than the 
Potter could have over the clay ; yet the Potter 
disposed of his clay as he pleased without con- 
trol. But the people were ever ready to mur- 
mur against God for his dispensations towards 
them. The sovereignty of God is absolute, and 
he does not always make known to us the wise 
and righteous and holy reasons of his conduct, 
especially towards fallen sinners who are as 
marred clay in his hand. This was here shown 
to be the case in his providential government 
of the nations; if he sent his prophets to 
threaten any nation with desolating judgments 
for their sins, a reserve of mercy to the penitent 
was always implied, if then that nation took the 
alarm and by repentance and _ reformation 
sought to avoid the impending. storm, the Lord 
would certainly repent of the evil which he 
thought to do to them ; that is, he would not 
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execute the threatened vengeance ; thus Nine- 
vah repented at the preaching of Jonah and 
escaped the predicted judgment. On the other 
hand, all promises of national prosperity implied 
arequirement of obedience ; and if a general 
apostasy from God and his service took place, 
the promised blessings would: be revoked or 
withheld. 

Whenever repentance is ascribed to God, it 
must be understood as only a change with res- 
pect to the outward administration of his pro- 
vidence and his dealing with men _ otherwise 
than he did before. Whenever the Lord 
threateneth it is a calling to repentance ; and 
when he giveth man grace to repent then if he 
does turn away from his evil ways and doeth 
that which is pleasing in the sight of the Lord, 
then the threatening, which ever containeth a 
condition in it, taketh not place, and this the 
scriptures calleth repentance in God, because it 
so appeareth in man’s judgment. But whenever 
either a threatening or a promise is confirmed 
by an oath the Lord is never said to repent. 

Now I ask my fellow-men,. who like myself, 
are tending to an awful eternity, where is the 
place in all the Holy Bible where it may be seen 
that God ever was accessory to the fall of man? 
O be not deceived, for God will not be mocked: 
Where, I ask with all the sincerity of my soul, 
my heart and my powers of mind, where are the 
unconditional purposes of God to be found in 
all the holy Bible? where are election and repro- 
bation without condition and without means to 
be found in all the book of God? A lady’s tim- 
ble would be sufficient to retain them all; for 
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verily, verily, I say unto you, aman’s election and 
reprobation isin his own heart. But some an- 
swer, there is no fear, God is so merciful that he 
will not punish ; others say, there is no hope— 
for he is so strict and severe that he cannot be 
pleased and will not pardon, while some verge 
alternately to presumption and despair, and in 
both extremes determine to follow their own 
devices and to walk after the imaginations and 
obstinacy of their, own evil hearts. The per- 
version or contempt of God’s word and the dar- 
ing disregard shown to his precepts among 
professing Christians, are more horrible than 
auy wickedness to be found among the heathen. 
Multitudes forget God to follow “lying vanities 
and stumble from the ancient paths to walk in 
ways of their own devising, and instead of tak- 
ing warning by the awfil. denanciations of 
scripture men frame devices against the faithful 
servants of God. who declare to them the truths 
of the holy Bible. . But none are so destructive 
to vital Christianity as false teachers who dis- 
regard the purity and holiness of God. O let 
us depart from evil aud do good; let us seek 
the ancient paths of duty and walk therein. 
Again, see Jeremiah, the 25th chapter, and 
29th verse, and you will find one of the texts 
quoted by false. teachers, who, if they could, 
would make it appear that God is the moving 
cause of all evil. ‘‘For the Lord spake to the 
people by Jeremiah saying, lo, [ begin to bring 
evil on the city which is called by my name, and 
should ye be utterly unpunished, for I will call 
for asword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, 
saith the Lord of hosts,” and many such lke 
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texts the lovers of pleasure will resort to, to 
carry out their point. But they, like the people 
to whom the texts were addressed, if they repent 
not, will go down quickly into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, beneath the frowns of a holy 
God; for there is not one text in the holy Bible 
that can prove that God isthe author of sin 
and moral disorder. But when he speaks of 
bringing an evil it has no allusion to his bring- 
ing sin into the world—but judgments—as des- 
tructive disease, woes, carthquakes, &c ; for if 
the governor of the world would not let his 
own worshippers escape punishment, but would 
even destroy the city and temple which were 
more immediately dedicated to him for the sins 
of the people, would he deal with idolators and 
avowed enemies as if they were altogether inno- 
cent? or would he suffer them to escape with 
impunity ? for the judge of all mankind will in- 
variably do that which is most fit im all cases. 
See 26th chap., 30th verse: ‘‘Therefore now 
amend your ways and your doings and obey the 
voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord 
will repent him of the evil that he hath 
pronounced against you.” ‘The fervent. zeal 
of the Prophet for God’s glory led him to 
plead in the most sympathetic manner for their 
reformation ; indeed the embassadors of God 
should speak with all sincerity and truth, and 
adhere strictly to their instructions. But in so 
doing they will often be exposed to the most 
absurd persecutions. ‘‘But the Lord will pro- 
vide.’ : 

Let us now pitch our tent in the prophecy of 
Kizekiel, and take a view of the justice of God 
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as he has revealed himself to degenerate sinners. 
See the 18th chapter, commencing at the 10th 
verse to the end of the chapter: For the Lord 
hath shown that he is a just being. 

Now to the chapter and verses before men- 
tioned: ‘‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die; the 
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 
son ; the righteousness of the righteous shall be 
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked 
shall be upon him. But if the wicked will turn 
from all his sins that he hath committed and 
keep all my statutes and do that which is law- 
ful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not 
die; all his transgressions that he hath com- 
mitted they shall not be mentioned unto him, 
in his righteousness that he hath done he shall 
live ; have I any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die, saith the Lord God, and not that he 
return from his ways and live. But when the 
righteous turneth away from his righteousness 
and committeth iniquity and doeth according to 
all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, 
shall he live, all his righteousness that he hath 
done, shall not be mentioned in his trespass that 
he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath 
sinned in them, shall he die; yet ye say the 
way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O 
house of Israel, is not my way equal, are not 
your ways unequal? When a righteous man 
turneth away from his righteousness and com- 
mitteth iniquity and dieth in them, for his 
iniquity that he hath done shall he die? Again, 
when the wicked man turneth away from his 
wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth 
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that which is lawful and right, he shall save his 
soul alive, because he considereth and turneth 
away from all his transgressions that he hath 
committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die, 
yet saith the house of Israel the way of the 
Lord is not equal. O house of Israel are not my 
ways equal, are not your ways unequal; there- 
fore | will judge you O house of Israel, every 
one according to his ways, saith the Lord God. 
Repent and turn yourselves from all your trans- 
gressions so iniquity shall not be your ruin ; 
cast away from you all your transgressions 
whereby ye have transgressed, and make you a. 
new heart and a new spirit, for why will ye die, 
O house of Israel, for I have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God, 
wherefore turn yourselves and live.” 

Now I would ask my fellow-man with all the 
sincerity which I can have, does not these script- 
ures teach as clear as anything can be taught, 
that man is a free and independent being so far 
as any decree of the Almighty and man’s quali- 
fications for time and eternity are concerned? 

Now if any man will pretend to say that God 
made the moving cause of all sin and moral dis- 
order, it is to say (O who can hear it without 
trembling,) that God was here mocking his 
creature man, who in consequence of an eternal 
purpose had made the cause and willed the 
_ effect by which the , people was then and there 
alienated from him, the God of all truth. O my 
God, have mercy on such teachers—for such 
doctrine is not of God, but from the angel of 
the bottomless pit. O my friends, just stop for 
one hour, and think how much evil has been 
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done by sectarianism. Can we suppose that 
God is hypocritical in his dealings with mortal 
man? If he is I cannot give a reason for it—for 
he is high and lifted up, God over all, blessed 
forever more. He 1s infinite in wisdom, power 
and holiness, in truth, justice and love. 

But to the scriptures now under consider- 
ation: the Lord taught the people that the son 
who had not copied his father’s sins, but had 
lived a godly hfe, should surely be saved, and 
that they only should perish who had themselves 
deserved it. He.that doeth righteously shall 
be gr aciously accepted, he that doeth evil shall 
receive according to the wickedness he hath 
committed. Let it be observed that the ques- 
tion here is not about the meritorious ground 
of justification, but about the Lord’s dealing 
with the nghteous and the wicked. In order 
to evince more undeniably the mercy as well as 
the equity of God's dealings with his creatures, 
it is here declared that the wicked man himself, 
if he turned from his evil ways, would certainly 
be saved, which shows that the Lord could 
never have been accessory to the sins of his 
creatures to have received glorification or 
praise therefrom; because the angels who 
never have sinned give glory and honor, and 
praise and power, might and dominion unto God 
and the Lamb forever and ever. Amen. 

But again, the Lord shows, that if that man 
who hath been formerly wicked, if he turn 
away from his sins and livea holy life after- 
wards, he shall surely live, and not die. Upon 
condition of obedience to the God of his exist- 
ence and blessings for the true penitent is also 
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a true believer, and as to the grand question of 


acceptance with God unto eternal life; none of 
lis former transgressions shall be any more 
mentioned unto him, but in the righteousness 
which he hath done as the fruit of faith and the 
effects of conversion he shall surely live ; hence 
the Lord proposes the question thus: Is it any 
pleasure to me that men should be wicked or 
that those which are now wicked should die 
everlastingly—is it not rather my desire that 
men should repent and that the repentant 
should live? Is not this the very sum and sub- 
stance of my gospel, saith the Lord, which I 
eraciously give unto the world; do I not. call 
and ery and entreat men that they would re- 
turn from their sins and be saved. This is suf- 
ficient to encourage the humble penitent, and 
to silence the obstinate rebel : ; and these are 
condescending methods of illustrating the divine 
dispensations by a reference to human. affairs. 
The Lord is not willing that any should perish, 
but rather that all should turn and live. But 
he abhors the conduct of the impenitent and 
punishes them not because he delights in their 
misery, but for the display of his infinite abhor- 
rence of all sin and moral disorder throughout 
the universe. Every dispensation of Provi- 
dence, and especially the whole plan of salva- 
tion shows that God delights in the salvation 
and happiness of sinners, and that he has done 
all that was consistent with his own glory to 
prevent the necessity, so to speak, of executing 
vengeance. He doubtless could convert all men 
were it consistent with his own nature, but he has 
wise reasons for not doing so; and the greatest 
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reason is that he cannot look upon sin with the 
least of allowance, nor can we conceive, for a mo- 
ment, that the destruction of the wicked will 
in the least degree interrupt the perfect bless- 
edness of the infinite God. 

~The question is not whether the truly right- 
eous do ever thus apostatise or not; it is certain 
that many who were considered #0 even by 
themselves and also by others, have fallen into the 
snare of the Devil and thereby have been over- 
come. The persons here spoken of doubtless 
were those persons who trusted in their own 
good works as the meritorious ground of their 
acceptance with God ; but many such persons, 
who deceive themselves as well as deceiving 
others, do, nevertheless, commit horrid crimes— 
they sin against God the supreme good ; now, if 
they do not repent, but die in their transgres- 
sions for the sins that they have committed, they 
will surely be lost, world without end; for noth- 
ing that defileth can enter heaven— the pure 
and holy residence of God’s people ; therefore 
let him that thinks he standeth take heed lest 
he fall into a snare of the Devil and perish, for 
the Lord cails aloud to his creature man to turn 
and repent and to make themselves a clean 
heart and aright spirit. The Israelites were 
therefore commanded to do these things in 
order that they might be convinced of their 
own depravity, inability and misery, and that 
they might learn to place a proper estimate on 
the promises of God, and to use the means 
which the Lord had given them; in this sense 
such exhortations are similar to Christ’s com- 
mand to the paralytic to take up his bed 
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and walk; depending on him who gave the 
command, he made the effort in obedience to 
Christ’s word and found himself able to do as 
Christ commanded. | 

But how sad is the reflection that sin-defiled 
mortals instead of obeying the divine commands, 
will halt between opinions and charge the pure 
and holy God with the most blesphemous ab- 
surdities and inconsistencies; they are not 
aware that they have nothing to do with what 
God willed or designed before he was pleased 
to date to us of himself; and O, how awful is 
the declaration of his power, wisdom and glory. 
The great I am, who is high and lifted up, who 
plants his footsteps in the seas and rides upon 
the storms, who looketh upon the hills and they 
tremble, who toucheth the mountains and they 
smoke, who turneth the earth upside down in 
his wrath, who chargeth his angels with folly, 
and the stars are not pure in his sight. How 
awful then is the reflection that we are under 
the strictest obligations to the great Creator of 
heaven and earth for all that we have and are ; 
and even the very hairs of our heads are all 
numbered, and before whom even. hell is with- 
out a covering ; how much more the hearts of 
the children of men, is there any wisdom then 
in our efforts to prove that he did do thus or 
so when God is unchangeable and has declared 
that he has no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth. O, then let us cease from charging God 
with inconsistency about those things that do 
not concern us—it is enough for us to know 
that God does abhor all sin and moral disorder, 
and that he is the infinite and glorious good, and 


58 THE DEVIL OR SATAN. 


that he has all the power in heaven and earth 
and will invariably do that which is most fit. 
Let us now endeavor to obtain some knowl- 
edge of the infinite and glorious good from the 
33d chapter of Ezekiel: ‘‘Again, the word of the 
Lord came unto me saying, son of man speak to 
the children of my people and say unto them 
when I bring the sword upon.a land, if the peo- 
ple of the land take a man of their coast and 
set him for their watchman, if when he seeth 
the sword come upon the land, he blow the 
trumpet and warn the people, then whosoever 
heareth the sound of the trumpet and taketh 
not warning, if the sword come and take him 
away, his blood shall be upon his own head— 
he heard the sound of the trumpet and took not 
warning, his blood shall be upon him, but he 
that taketh warning shall deliver his soul. 
But if the watchman see the sword come and 
blow not the trumpet and the people be not 
warned, if the sword come and take any per- 
son from among them, he is taken away in his 
iniquity, but his soul will [ require at the watch- 
man’s hand ; so thou, O son of man, I have set 
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel, there- 
fore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth and 
warn them from «me, when I say unto the 
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die, if 
thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from 
his way, that wicked shall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood will I require at thine hands: 
nevertheless if thou warn the wicked of his way 
to turn from it, if he do not turn from his way 
he shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast deliv- 
ered thy soul; therefore, O thou son of man, 
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speak unto the house of Israel, thus ye speak 
saying if our transgressions and our sins be 
upon us and we pine away in them, as I live, 
saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live ; turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways for why will yedie, O house «f 
Israel, therefore thou son of man say unto the 
children of thy people, the righteous of the 
righteous shall not deliver him in the day 
of his transgression, as for the wickedness 
of the wicked he shall not fall thereby in 
the day that he turneth from his wickedness, 
neither shall the righteous be able to live for 
his righteousness in the day that he sinneth, 
when I shall say to the righteous that he shall 
surely live, if he trust to his own righteousness 
and commit iniquity all his righteousness shall 
not be remembered, but for his iniquity that 
he hath committed he shall die for it. 

Again, when I say unto the wicked thou 
shalt surely die, if he turn from his sin and do 
that which is lawful and right; if the wicked 
restore the pledge, give again that he hath 
robbed, walk in the statutes of hfe without 
committing iniquity, he shall surely live, he shall 
not die; none of his sins that he hath com- 
mitted shall be mentioned unto him, he hath 
done that which is lawful and right, he shall 
surely live.” Now,in all the scriptures which 
we have here quoted have we not a complete 
copy of the true nature of that glorious God, 
the author of all that is good ; and does he not 
speak in the most sympathetic manner, and 
does he not show that he has no unconditional 
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purposes or plans by which he intends to gov- 
ern the human race? Does he not here offer life 
and salvation upon just and honorable terms? 
He does show that he will reward all man- 
kind according to their actions ; if so, he never 
could have unconditionally elected or repro- 
bated any man or set of men ; for such a decree 
would have been unchangeable, and therefore all 
the dispensations of grace would have been null 
and void, by such a decree’; hence it: follows 
that he could never have been the starting point 
of all sin and moral disorder ; hence it follows 
that the supreme good never could have willed 
or proposed the fall of his creature man. The 
same truths are here again stated which have 
before been considered, but with some variation 
of expression ; especially it is here added that 
if the righteous man trust to his own righteous- 
ness and to the promises of life made to the 
righteous, and commit iniquity, all his righteous- 
ness will not profit him. Men who think them- 
selves righteous and are counted so by others, 
but who are not truly humble and _ spiritual, 
will in one way or other trust in their own 
righteousness ; some will depend upon their 
own righteousness and good works, indeed so 
much so as to neglect the salvation of the 
glorious gospel; yet while they trust to their 
own imaginary righteousness the sins they 
commit will most assuredly exclude them from 
heaven. Thus they count themselves righteous 
persons, favorites of heaven and. interested in 
the promises, and: indeed some seem to think 
because they have been brought toa consideration 
of the consequences of their sins, that they will 
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be kept by the power of God unto salvation, yet 
at the same time it is not their sins they fear 
but hell. Nowif they could think of God’s 
holy abhorrence of all sin they certainly would 
seek for a clean heart and a right spirit, 

The truly righteous love God because he is 
holy, just and good, but at the same time it 
cannot be denied that the truly righteous do 
commit sin, and if they continue to commit willful 
transgressions and die in their sins, they may be 
lost ; yet it is next to an Impossibility, because 
the divine principle or new creation gives us a 
noble comprehension of the Divine Being, and 
we see his holy abhorrence of all evil. But 
St. Paul says that: “If after they have tasted 
of the good words of God and of the powers of 
the world to come, if they shall fall away, to 
renew them to repentance, it 1s impossible, see- 
ing that they have crucified to themselves afresh 
the son of God and put him to an open shame ;” 
therefore let us who have put on Christ be up 
and doing whilst it is called to-day, for the night 
of death will come when no man can make any 
change ; for as death leaves us so judgment 
will find us; and may the Lord provide. Men 
will make every possible effort to be prepared 
for the coming evils of this life, but in the 
concerns of God and eternity, where the ap- 
pointed watchmen are infinitely more concerned 
to be faithful and to give the alarm in the 
plainest manner, they are sure to give offence 
to many if they obey their master and Lord’s 
commands. When they cause the trumpet to 
give so certain a sound that every sinner is 
made to feel himself to be the wicked man who 
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is warned to flee from the wrath to come, and 
when the terror of the Lord is so placed before 
men’s eyes, that they tremble at the prospect of 
eternal damnation, great will be the indignation 
and opposition that will be used against the 
faithful servant of the Lord; hence we cannot 
be men-pleasers and the servants of Christ. 
But the faithful watchman alone will deliver 
his own soul; those who perish from under 
bis ministry will have none to blame but them- 
selves, and the faithful minister will have many 
seals to his crown in ‘the day of Jesus Christ ; 
whilst the unfaithful watchman will be con- 
demned to everlasting fire prepared for the 
Devil and his angels. It is hard to say indeed, 
whether men are more desirous of deceiving 
themselves or Satan deceiving them. But surely 
it proves a strong determination of the mind to 
unbelief when the Lord declares and confirms it 
with an oath, that he hath: no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but rather that he turn 
and live, and yet they will not believe their 
maker ; but instead of relying on his pressing 
exhortations to turn from their evil ways and as 
if they were in love with death and damnation 
will employ themselves in- multiplying cavils 
and objections which only tend to charge God 
with injustice and are constructive blasphemy, 
for he who can do all things that is most fit has 
declared that it is impossible for God to lie, to 
doinjustice or to deny himself. Let us then bless 
his holy name for the provisions of his grace 
and the security of his word, which assures the 
true penitent of complete forgiveness and eternal 
life ; and let us also study to profit by his warn- 
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ings that we should not trust to our own right- 
eousness, but wholly and solely in the meritorious 
righteousness of the son of God who was then, 
in those times, spoken of as an object of a dis- 
tinct faith. Let us therefore have a special 
regard to God’s statutes of life without return- 
ing to the practice of evil ways. O let us do 
justice and walk humbly in love with the Lord 
our God, and we shall surely live. Instead 
therefore of listening to the suggestions of the 
Devil, and of false teachers, and of our own evil 
hearts, let us condemn ourselves and seek that 
love of God which surpasseth all understanding ; 
thus building up ourselves on our most holy faith 
and praying in the Holy Ghost. Let us keep 
ourselves in love and peace with our God— 
looking for the mercy of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life, for ‘‘behold the 
day cometh that shall burn as an oven and all 
the proud, yea and all that do wickedly shall 
be stubbled, and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto 
you that fear my name shall the sun of right- 
eousness arise with healing in his wings, and 
ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the 
stall, and ye shall tread the wicked, for they shall 
‘be ashes under the sole of your feet in the day 
that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
Behold another day is coming far more dreadful 
than any which is gone before to all the proud 
and those that work wickedness. But the sun 
of righteousness new shines to enlighten and 
bless all who fear the Lord ; and the more we 
walk in his glorious light and delight in his 
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sanctifying grace the more speedily will we 
become holy and happy; by which means we 
shall grow in grace and the saving knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ is the sun of righteousness ; by 
his doctrines he discovers to us the holy per- 
fections of the supreme good; and his perfect 
laws and threats to mankind he reveals to us, the 
realities of the eternal world beyond _ this 
and its infinite importance. He brings man 
acquainted with his own depravity, and the 
destructive influence of all sin and moral dis- 
order; he shows that there is no connection 
between God and the Devil—between the right- 
eous and the wicked ; and he points mankind 
to himself as the only ground of our justification 
and of all our righteousness and sanctification. 
All the light in his Church before his coming 
was derived from the dawning of the day 
which his coming into the world should per- 
fect. He made manifest bis power by the 
miracles which he wrought. He made known 
his wisdom by revealing the secrets of men’s 
hearts, and made known the sympathies of his 
humanity by relieving those that were dis- 
tressed. He declared his divinity by casting 
out Devils and his resurrection from death 
and the grave, and relieving mankind from the 
power of sin and Satan, and restoring mankind 
to the favor and friendship of the holy father, 
that they through his perfect righteousness 
might obtain eternal life. These and the like 
was the fulfillment of all that is contained in the 
old scriptures, and in consideration of all the 
holy truths taught in the old scriptures which 
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clearly sets forth the facts that the Devil was 
from the beginning of all that we have any 
knowledge of, and that the infinite good did 
teach our fore-parents that there was an evil 
which was contrary to his will, and that they 
should not partake of the evil as it would be a 
violation of his laws; hence this evil which was 
unknown to the holy and happy pair at that 
time was made manifest so soon as the Devil 
succeeded in his satanic efforts in robbing the 
woman and the man of their holiness; hence ever 
since, in every age and in every nation these 
two natures or powers—which is good and evil— 
has been manifestly revealed to the minds and 
hearts of mankind, and these things are so ac- 
cording to the nature of things. Yet thanks be 
unto God, as light is predominant over dark- 
ness, so goodness is predominant over evil ; for 
the great Creator of heaven and earth, who 
made all that was made—is the Lord of lords 
and God above all gods, good above all good- 
ness, glorious above all glory, infinite in wisdom 
above all knowledge ; hence as truthfulness is 
opposed to a falsehood so goodness is opposed 
to evil—and this is according to the nature of 
things. ihe 

Now in consideration of all the instructions, 
the threatenings, the promises and the entreaties 
of the ever glorious God, I dosincerely and most 
devotedly ask my fellow-men to stop and 
consider the destructive influence of all secta- 
rianism, for if God had made the moving cause 
of all evil, then the creature man could not be ac- 
countable in that day which the Lord will bring 
to pass—that shall burn as an oven and the earth 
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shall be dissolved into a sea of fire, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, then all 
those who have lived wickedly shall be as stub- 
ble and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts. Now could the 
Lord God be so unjust as to make the Devil 
asthe moving cause—by which finite man be- 
came sinful and alienated from all that is good, 
and at last to sink beneath his holy indignation 
~It can never be, it is impossible ; yes, it is the 
highest impossibility for God to he, to will or 
determine that there should be a cause by 
which the millions of mankind should in the day 
of his wrath be calling for the rocks and moun- 
tains to fall upon them and hide them from the 
face of the just and awful Judge, before whose 
face the heavens and earth shall flee away, and 
all mankind will stand before the impartial 
Judge, who will reward every one according to 
his works, and not because of’ any purpose, 
plan or predetermination of him who will invar- 
lably do that which is most fit. 

We are now about to leave the old scriptures, 
which were the condescending instructions of the 
Almighty to our fore-parents, or a covenant of 
works ; or again, they were types and shadows 
that pointed to a more perfect dispensation of 
God’s grace to fallen man, which is a covenant 
of promise of eternal life to all mankind on con- 
ditions that we keep the commandments of the 
Lord our God, by exercising repentance to- 
wards God and a living faith in the meritorious 
righteousness of the son of God, who gave him- 
self, once for all, on conditions of obedience 
that we should depart from evil and do good. 
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All who read this, my feeble efforts, will see 
what I consider to be Bible truths as contained 
in the old scriptures. My allotted time will not 
allow me to write but little on the scriptures- - 
but I trust that within this little there is suffi- 
cient light to guide my fellow-men into all 
truth as our heavenly father has revealed him- 
self to finite man, and the manner and circumstan- 
ces under which he, as the Supreme of heaven 
and earth, has revealed himself to mortal man. It 
isin the most majestic, the most lovely, the 
most condescending and the most glorious, and 
at the same time the most awful—who holds 
the destinies of heaven, earth and hell; and be- 
fore whose eyes even hell is without a covering, 
and before him the very hairs of our head are 
all numbered, and if it was not for his mercies 
and his Almighty arm of infinite power and 
incomprehensible glory all nature would be 
annihilated in the least possible time. There- 
fore let us love, honor and adore the Almighty 
and glorious God of all nature, who is loving 
unto every man, and his mercies are over all his 
works. , 
Now, my fellow mortals, I have been laboring 
to give to you and for your consideration what 
I do believe to be the truth of the old scrip- 
tures, comprised in few words, as covering 
what I desire to illustrate as facts, according to 
the nature of God,as he has been pleased to 
reveal himself to us in the old scriptures, and 
according to the original constitution of man 
and also according to the nature of things ; and 
the Lord who shall judge me and all mankind, 
does know that I have nothing in view save the 
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glory of the supreme good, and that my fellow- 
men may have a proper faith or reliance on the 
Almighty Maker of heaven and earth, and that 
my brethren and sisters in the Lord may love 
cod because he is holy, just and good ; and not 
because he isa tyrant as some would wilfully 
teach. And also [ would desire that all man- 
kind may know and teach their children that 
there is an eternal and unchangeable and an un- 
ecompromisable and eternal, unconnectionable 
difference and distinction between God, the 
supreme good and all sins and moral disorder, 
for it 1s impossible for God to have been acces- 
sory to sin. 

Let us now ask ourselves this question :— can 
there be any life or any existence without a cause 
unless it is self-existing? All are compelled to 
answer, no, there cannot be any existence 
without a cause, unless it is without beginning 
and without end. Then it evidently follows 
that the Devil is self-existing unless we say 
that the just and holy God did bring the satanic 
powers into existence. O my God, have mercy 
on such teachers as would make the father of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ the father of 
all sin and moral disorder. O my brethren and 
sisters and my fellow-men, come and let us get 
ourselves in the dust at the feet of our heavenly 
father, at the feet of the father of the universe, 
the father of angels and men and above all, the 
father of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and 
let us reflect for a short time and ask ourselves 
afew questions, and I think these things will 
satisfy the most skeptical man or woman in the 
world. Come then and let us reason awhile ; 
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1 do desire that all may know the truth, and 
therefore do not. say that God did make the 
Devil until you have sufficient proof of it. But 
you need not goto the holy Bible for proof, 
there is no testimony there that God ever did 
do so wretched a thing. | 

What is God? He is a spirit, infinitely holy, 
without body or parts, without beginning and 
without end; he which is, which was and which 
is to come, high and lifted up, God over all, 
blest forever more, who is the great proprietor 
of heaven and earth, who sitteth in the circle of 
the heavens beholding all things, whose eyes per- 
vade the vast expanse of space, before whom 
the archangels and the four-and-twenty elders 
and the blood-washed millions fall prostrate and 
give to God glory and honor and praise and 
power and might and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. , | 

What is the Devil? Answer—he is an im- 
material substance, who is without beginning 
and without end; _ he is naturally averse to all 
that is good ; he is naturally an enemy to God 
and his creation, and is an evil spirit that can- 
not be destroyed,—cannot be annihilated. And 
before the creation of this world this evil nature 
dwelt in void and darkness, which was an 
evil or an empty blank. But the God of good 
designs. created all things that were made out 
of this empty blank or out of nothing, and 
controled all things by the words of his power. 
But this evil cannot be destroyed, and _ al- 
though the infinite power does control all 
things to his own glory and the happiness 
of all his loyal subjects, yet even the flames 
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of that unquenchable fire will not be suf- 
ficient to extinguish this immortal and eter- 
nal evil which is self-existing according to the 
nature of things; therefore even hell is an iso- 
lated locality—a place prepared for the Devil 
and all that submit to his satanic influence—for 
when the Lord God omnipotent shall take to 
himself his almighty majesty and power, and 
when he shall say it is enough, then the infinite 
Lord of al! shall wave the scepter of might and 
dominion over all empires and engulf the 
Devil and all who served him into that eternal 
lake of fire and brimstone—into the nether most 
hell, where the immaterial spark never will be 
extinguished. What is man? He is a com- 
pound created intelligence—consisting of soul 
and body—a free moral agent—free to act ac- 
cording to the reflections of his own intelligent. 
mind or reasoning faculties and is accountable 
to God who made him so exalted a being as a 
relative of heaven’s high and lofty king, But 
in consequence of sin man became mortal and 
corruptible, therefore we must needs die and 
are as water spilt on the ground which cannot 
be gathered up again, neither doth God respect 
any persons, yet doth he devise means that his 
banished be not expelled from him. See the 
second book of Samuel, 14th chapter and 14th 
verse. Yet thanks be to God on high, though 
our feeble bodies must die and return to the 
mother dust, yet our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ hath said, ‘‘the hour is coming when all 
that are in their graves shall hear the voice of 
the son of man—the son of God, and shall come 
forth ; those that have done good unto eternal 
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life, and those that have done evil unto the res- 
urrection of damnation; hence in the last day 
or the day of Judgment our feeble dust will be 
re-organized and we will be raised with new. 
material, spiritual bodies, because there cannot 
be bodies without materiality. But they will 
be spiritualized. The soul of man is an un- 
compounded principle of life, derived by direct 
impartation by God himself, and intended for 
immortality, and therefore is an immaterial 
spark of being that never, never will die—it 
lives in the dissolution of the present body, and 
will live in the Paradise of God, above all the 
trials of the present world to re-animate the 
new formed body at the resurrection. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written ‘‘death is swallowed up in victory; O 
death, where is thy sting; O grave, where is thy 
victory ?” and the glory shall be thine, O Lord 
most high. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
onearth as itis done in heaven, give us this 
day our daily bread and forgive us our tres- 
passes, and help us to forgive those that tres- 
passe against us, and lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
_kingdom, the power and the glory forever and 
mever. Amen. 


II 


To the saints of God scattered throughout the 
world, and to as many as desire to know the 
truth—Greeting : 

Dear Fellow-Mortals:—-We desire to know 
the truth, and to know the only true God and 
him glorified ; for as much then as. there is so 
much doctrine taught among us as to cast a 
shadow of inconsistency over the divine and 
holy Creator of heaven and earth, and to cause 
the sacred truths of the Holy Bible to contradict 
each other, and thereby to weaken the faith of 
many and to discourage the unlearned and un- 
stable, and as such doctrine as causes a contra- 
diction of the holy scriptures does make the 
great Creator of heaven.and earth the author 
of sin and moral disorder; it is high time for the 
true lovers of God and the salvation of sinners 
to be up and improving their time and talents 
to the glory and honor of our heavenly Father, 
and that even sinners may have a proper notion 
of the just and true God as he has revealed, 
himself to us in his pure word of infallible 
truth ; for if as taught, that God did make the 
moving cause of all sin and moral disorder, and 
did ‘thereby purpose the fall of his creaturé 
man, which is no more nor less than that he did 
predetermine or predestinate from all eternity 
that mankind should be sinners ; hence acecord- 
ing to such blasphemous doctrine God would 
be the great adversary of man’s holiness and 
happiness, for if God decrees anything or pur- 
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poses that it shall be, all the angels in heaven 
and men upon earth and devils in hell cannot 
prevent the accomplishment of his plans or pur- 
poses. But thanks be unto the most high and 
holy God of purity, such blasphemous doctrine 
is doomed to fall under the rule and authority of 
the administration of the son of God. 

We have been laboring to set forth the truth 
from the old scriptures or old covenant of God 
to fallen man, and we now enter upon the new 
Testament to endeavor to illustrate positive and 
undeniable facts in the promotion of God’s 
glory and a rational conclusion of the means of 
divine grace extended to finite man. The 
church, from the earliest antiquity has called 
this part of the scripture on which we now 
enter, the ‘‘New Testament or New Covenant,” 
for the word may be translated either way—as 
it signifies sometimes a stipulation between two 
or more contracting parties, at others the 
absolute appointment of a person in those 
matters that are entirely at his own disposal, 
and more rarely a ‘‘last will and Testament,” 
by which a man appoints his heirs and the 
way in which the inheritance is to be obtained 
and enjoyed ; hence after long expectations the 
promised Redeemer was sent into the world to 
be a high priest and capable of procuring and 
bestowing al! over the earth, without distine- 
tion, and to future ages, and to all eternity, the 
blessings of salvation on all believers, and of 
fulfilling to them all the ancient promises of 
God. This he was appointed to do by officiating 
as a High Priest in a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle than that prepared by Moses, and 
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even than the temple built by Solomon or any 
made with hands, that is to say, in one not built 
after the manner of men or even like the lower 
-creation—being the contrivance of infinite wis- 
dom and the work of Almighty power. This 
may be explained either of his holy human na- 
ture, in which he tabernacled on earth and offi- 
clates as priest in heaven,or rather ofthe heavens 
themselves where he appears in the presence of 
God for us. Nor did he make atonement for 
sin by the blood of goats or calves, and enter in- 
to the most holy place with it ; but having shed 
his own most precious blood on earth, as in the 
court of the sanctuary, he entered in once for 
all into the true holy place in heaven, to plead 
the merit of his atoning-blood before the father’s 
throne, as the complete sacrifice for all the sins 
of the people, or for all them that would believe 
in him for eternal redemption ; for if the blood 
of bulls and goats, and other irrational creatures 
could avail to expiate the guilt of the nation or 
of individuals on the day of atonement or on 
other occasions, and if the ashes of an heifer 
mixed with water and sprinkling those who 
were unclean through the touch of a dead body 
could produce a typical. éxternal purity. by 
which they might be admitted into the congre- 
gation of the Lord. See the book of Numbers, 
19th Chapter: How much more efficacious is 
the blood of Christ, which cleanses us from all 
sins, and from the power of the great adversary 
of God and man, and restores us into the favor 
and friendship of our offended sovereign, and 
enables us to see the glory of God in the person 
of his son ; his divine nature, the entire purity 
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of his human nature, the exalted dignity of his 
person as Emanuel, the honor put on the law of 
God by his most perfect obedience and the vol- 
untary offering of himself under the immediate 
influences of the eternal spirit as a spotless sac- 
rifice to divine justice in the stead of sinners, 
concurred to render it glorious in God, for his 
sake, fully to pardon and freely to accept all 
who were interested in him by faith. If then 
there was the least efficacy in external expia- 
tions and purifications through the appointment 
of God, and because they showed the guilt and 
pollution of sin, and typified the method of its 
removal so that it became proper for God, 
through them, to confer temporal benefits on 
eriminals. how much more efficacious must the 
blood of Christ be to purge the believer’s 
conscience from dead works, from those sins 
which have been brought on us by the subtileness 
of the Devil, and which really and deeply pol- 
luted the soul ; as therefore it was abundantly 
suited to render the exercise of mercy consis- 
— tent with the most perfect justice and holiness ; 
and honorable to God to accept the repentance 
of sinners who believed in the merits of Christ. 
So when they come to God by faith the atone- 
ment of Christ effectually removes the burden 
of guilt from the conscience and gives the 


_ trembling sinner peace, confidence and comfort 
in approaching the father of our Lord and Savi- 
: our Jesus Christ, and are enabled to worship 
and love the merciful and holy God of all truth, 
and to have a sure trust in the meritorious 
righteousness of Christ. 
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Because of the unceasing and inexhaustible 
efficacy of his sacrifice, Christ was appointed to 
be the mediator of the new covenant, he had 
undertaken the cause of sinners which must 
otherwise have been left undone as desperate as 
Christ alone was capable of offering a -sacrifice 
of sufficient value to make a real atonement, 
and he had come into the world in human nature 
for that purpose in order, by means of his death, 
to pay the ransom to God for the transgressions 
which had b¢gen committed by true believers 
under the oid covenant or the legal dispensa- 
tion, even those who lived before his coming as 
well as all others who should believe in him 
throughout future ages and in every nation, and 
that they might receive grace from the father 
to overcome the subtileness of the Devil and an 
inheritance that is incorruptible, and an eternal 
salvation and redemption from all evils in the 
heavens. ‘’hus Christ might be considered as 
having acquired in his mediatorial office a con- 
ditional right to dispose of spiritual and eternal 
blessings by his will and testament ; for when a 
testament is made the death of the testator must 
of necessity take place before the blessings can 
be claimed, the ordinances of the divine service 
and the worldly sanctuary of the Mosaic coven- 
ant pointed out to us Jesus Christ as the Light 
of his church in this world, and that he is the 
Bread of Life to our souls, and teaches us of his 
divine person, and also his fruitful priesthood 
which flourishes forever, his perfect righteous- 
ness and his all-prevailing intercession :—which 
things the angels desired to look into with 
admiring praise and adoration. At what a dis- 


THE DEVIL OR SATAN, vel 


tance has sin placed us from our holy Creator, 
when all the preparatory sacrifices of the law 
still left the worshippers secluded and in a state 
of banishment even from God and from the 
mercy seat; all those sacrifiees and services 
could no-more purge the guilty conscience than 
distinctions in meats and divers-customs could 
cleanse the polluted heart or new-create the 
fallen nature of man. But blessing and honor, 
and praise be unto God and the father of our 
liord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that the way 
into the holiest is now manifested by the coming 
sacrifice and ascension of our great High Priest. 
Now we, that are sinners of the gentiles, may 
come without fear or doubt ; the gate of heaven 
is open wide to all true believers and there is no 
plan nor no purpose nor any pre-determination 
or reprobation of the just and holy God that 
ever will exclude a true belicver from the man- 
sions of eternal glory. And may we then be. 
made partakers of this heavenly calling, and seek 
remission of our sins only through the shedding 
and the sprinkling of the blood of the new testa- 
ment which our heavenly father has provided 
for us. Therefore my brethren and sisters in the 
Lord and my fellow-mortals; we have now con- 
sidered the way by which we are brought into 
this state of divine grace wherein we stand and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God; let us 
therefore search the holy truths in the New 
Testament to know the only true God and him 
glorified, for surely the just and holy Creator 
never could be accessory to sin and moral dis- 
order ; it never can be proved from the Holy 
Bible that God ever did purpose the fall of man. 
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We should often reflect about the humiliating 
circumstances in which our Saviour made his 
entrance into this world; for although he was 
infinitely holy and happy, and glorious in the 
heavens, and existing with the Father and with 
the holy Spirit —and the three was without be- 
ginning and without end, and harmoniously 
uniting and agreeing in one—distinctly known 
as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and 
these three are one, and these three ¢ agree 1 
one—the great Creator of heaven and earth ; 
the great Creator of angels and men, and of. all 
things that were created and made.—See first 
Chapter of St. John, and he says that ‘‘in the 
beginning was the Word and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God, the same 
was in the beginning with God, all things were 
made by him and without him was not anything 
made that was made, in him was life and the 
life was the hght of men,” and does not the 
words. thus ‘‘was not anything made that was 
made” show that there was something that was 
not made ; for by the words ‘‘all things were 
made that was made,” which according to all. 
common sense, shows that there was self-exis- 
tence ; for good and evil never was made—but 
is eternal without beginning and without end. 
‘And the Light shineth in darkness and the 
darkness comprehendeth it not ;” ‘‘there was 
a man sent from God whose name was 
John, the same came for a witness to bear 
witness of the Light that all men through 
him might believe ; he was not that Light, but 
was sent to bear witness of that Light; that 
was the true Light which lighteth every man 
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that cometh into the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not; 
he came unto his own, and his own received him 
not, but as many as received him to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name; which were 
born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the wiil of man, but of God, and the - 
word was made flesh, and dwelt among us and 
we behold his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
The other Evangelists leave us to collect the 
Deity of Jesus Christ from his miracles and doc- 
trines, and from the various declarations and dis- 
plays of his glory and perfections which they 
record. But John opens his gospel with a 
statement of this fundamental truth; he de- 
clares that ‘‘in the Beginning was the word,” 
nothing could precede this that man can know 
~butan immeasurable, incomprehensible eternity. 
Time began when the creation was called forth 
into existence by the Word himself, and the 
Word was made flesh. 

See Thomas Scott’s Commentary; he says that 
the Devil was from the beginning, and was a 
murderer or man-slayer, which also proves that 
the Devil is self-existing and without beginning. 

Our father who art in heaven, I humbly be- 
seech thee to give to thy people thy Holy Spirit, 
that they may love thee with all their hearts 
and with all their soul, mind and strength, and 
grant. I beseech thee to give to thy people wis- 
dom and understanding that they may know the 
truth-as it is in thee; and grant, O holy father, 
yas thy kingdom—the kingdom of thy dear Son 
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—may come with power and dominion and over 
all prevail; and grant, O Lord most high, that 
the Devil’s subtileness and his satanic influence 
may be banished from the earth, and that right- 
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost may 
prevail to unite all of thy people in union and 
_ brotherly love to promote thy glory on earth. 
Glory be unto thee, O Lord most high; O make 
thy people of one mind and of one heart to pro- 
mote thy glory, O Lord, both now and forever, 
Amen. i 

But let us now return to the subject, under 
consideration: ‘“‘And the Lord sent his angel 
unto a virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David, and the vir- 
gin’s name was Mary, and the angel came in 
unto her and said, hail, thou that art highly 
favored, the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
among women. And when she saw him she 
was troubled at his saying and cast in her mind 
what manner of salutation this should be, and 
the angel said unto her, fear not Mary, for thou 
hast found favor with God; and behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call his name Jesus; he shall be 
great and shall be called the son of the Highest, 
and the Lord God shall give uuto him the throne 
of his father David, and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, 
how shall this be, seeing | know not a man. 
And the angel answered and said unto her, the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore 
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee — 
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Shall be called the son of God.” See St. Luke 
first chapter, commencing at the twenty-seventh 
verse to the thirty-fifth inclusive. And we can- 
not but be touched with the highest adoration 
and praise towards the great cause of our being, 
because of his love and tender mercies towards 
fallen man ; for mankind was literally dead in 
trespasses and sins; because the benefits of the 
covenant or promise of eternal life was forfeit- 
ed by transgression or violation of the law of 
a just and holy God, hence man was alienated 
from the fountain of life, because that he had 
partaken of the very nature of the Devil in 
opposition to all that was good; hence the scrip- 
tures under consideration not only teache us 
that God is just and that he is the almighty 
foe ofall sin and moral disorder, but that he. will 
invariably act in reference to the honor and 
glory of his divine government towards his crea- 
tures ; yet at the same time the Lord of Glory 
does make manifest the exceeding riches of his 
divine grace or unmerited love towards our sin- 
ful race, for O the depth of the wisdom and the 
goodness of the great Creator, for who can com- 
-prehend the soodness and the loving kindness 
and tender mercies of the father of the universe, 
when darkness and crime intervened between 
the almighty sovereign of heaven and earth and 


his creature man; hence it shows, not only God’s 
holy abhorrence of all sin and moral disorder, 
but also the deepest humiliating effort on the 
| part of the son of the highest authority, and at 
the same time the most condescending love and 
good will towards poor lost and ruined sinners. 
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When the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to Nazareth to a virgin who was named Mary, 
who was espoused to Joseph, when the angel 
came to Mary, probably in her retirement, the 
angel addressed her by saying ‘‘hail thou 
art highly favored of the Lord,” that is rejoice 
exceedingly in consequence of the exceeding 
riches of God’s divine grace in that thou art 
chosen to be the mother of the promised Messiah 
or Saviour of sinners, for thou art highly favored 
of the Lord, not only as a true believer, but one 
that is highly favored among women as being 
brought into the divine arrangement, by which 
the ancient promise of God to fallen man, and 
the holy prophecies were to be fulfilled. But 
this extraordinary appearance and salutation, 
however, seemed to alarm her mind—she was 
not only alarmed at the appearance of the angel, 
but was greatly perplexed about the meaning of 
what the angel had said. But the angel calmed 
her fears and assured her that she had found 
favor with God,,and would surely conceive and 
bear a son whom she was directed to call Jesus; 
and that he should be greater than any that had 
ever appeared on earth, for he should be called 
and acknowledged to be the son of the highest, 
and as being one in nature and perfections with 
the great and glorious Lord God of heaven and 
earth, who should in due time be exalted into 
his mediatorial office, even to the. throne of his 
father David as to his human nature, and on 
that throne he would reign over the house of 
Jacob and over the true Israel of God not only 
for a few years, as David and his successors did, 
but forever and ever, and of his kingdom there 
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shonld be no end; hence there cannot be any 
doubt but that Mary, under the circumstances 
of the miraculous conception, was immediately 
and directly under the divine influence of the 
holy spirit—of the great and original cause of 
all that is good; and even the divine power de- 
imonstrating the divine condescension of the 
almighty and glorious God; in which instance 
Mary was under the immediate influence of the 
powers of the world to come, and felt a divine 
change wrought in her whole human and spiri- 
tual or immaterial existence, and doubtless felt 
the communications of divine grace to her entire 
nature, by which she passed through a change 
equivalent to that change wrought in a true 
believer when they are brought out of nature’s 
darkness into the marvelous light and liberty of 
the children of the just and holy God, in which 
instance it would seem as though the great God 
had to overcome himself to provide a ransom 
for lost and ruined sinners; in which instance is 
shown the destructive and damning influence of 
the Satanic powers, which had obstructed the 
peace and harmony of creation; for when Adam 
was made in the image of his divine creator, 
man was a relative of heaven’s high and lofty 
King, but in consequence of the violation of 
the holy law of God, man was separated from 
that relationship, and was alienated from the na- 
ture and protection of all that was good ; hence 
man was no more an heir of heaven; hence 
mankind was the servants of the Devil, and con- 
sequently an heir of his Satanic powers. Now 
what shall be done—how shall God, the supreme 
good, bring the true penitent into a state of 
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justificatiou, and at the same time secure the 
honors of his divine government? This seemed 
like one of the impossibilities. But blessing 
and honor, praise and power, and dominion be 
unto God and the Lamb and to the Spirit, three- 
in-one forever, for infinite wisdom was sufficient 
to devise a plan which was honorable in all its 
parts and was. of such a nature as to harmonize 
the attributes of deity and at the same time to 
give a glorious representation of the divine ad- 
ministration of God towards our sinful race, in 
which stupendious arrangement is shone forth, 
not only the infinite wisdom of God, but his 
love to mankind; in which plan or divine 
arrangement we see Jesus Christ who filled the 
middle throne, leaving his native heaven and 
assuming our feeble flesh and blood and took 
upon himself the nature of man, and was born 
of a woman—born under the law to redeem 
them that were under the condemnation of the 
violation of God’s holy law—hence when Jesus 
Christ had fulfilled the demands of the holy 
law of the holy father, he. by his perfect atone- 
ment, restored ane back again to their re- 
iF ue believer 
—even every one shat would exercise repent- 
ance towards God, and having a sure trust, con- 
fidence or reliance in the meritorious righteous- 
ness of the son of man, the son of God, should 
have a title to an inheritance that is incorrupt- 
ible and undefiled, and that fades not away, 
eternally in the heavens. Those things which 
we are required most surely to believe are most 
abundantly proved to be of divine origin, and 
if our faith were as strong as the truths and 
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promises are certain, we should continually re- 
_ joice in them, for the great transactions on which 
our hopes depend have been recorded, not on- 
ly by such as from the beginning were eye-wit- 
nesses and ministers of the word, but by those 
who were guided by the inspiration of God. 
This was attested by the~ miracles which they 
wrought, and by the prophecies interwoven with 
their histories and fulfilled from age to age in 
the most evident manner; we should therefore 
endeavor to get acquainted with the certainty 
of those things which are most surely believed 
by all true Christians, and to obtain a more ex- 
act knowledge of them; and also to labor to 
bring our friends and neighbors to a true knowl- 
edge:of the true faith as it was first given to the 
children of God. This is the way to approve 
ourselves to be the true lovers of God, and strip 
ourselves of all selfishness and do all things to 
the -praise of his glory who first trusted in 
Christ to purchase man’s redemption from the 
power of the Devil; thus we shall be made 
righteous before him in love, while by faith we 
view our great High Priest in his temple above 
us in the heavens to intercede for all his saints, 
and whilst we contemplate the peculiar honor 
which was conferred on the Virgin Mother of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ; we should 
remember that angels rejoice over one sinner 
that does truly repent and believes with all the 
heart and trusts in Jesus for salvation. What 
multiphed praises in heaven and earth did the 
Saviour’s advent occasion, and shall we not also 
unite in praising the Lord God of Abraham, of 
Isaac and of Jacob, for we are as deeply in- 
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terested in the raising up of this home of sal- 
vation and in the atonement of Christ, as those 
to whom he offered it in the days when he 
preached to those who saw him in his humanity; 
and his gospel is intended to give to 
us a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold on the hope set before 
us. Let us therefore take courage and 
fight the good fight of faith, looking unto 
Jesus, who is the author and finisher of our 
faith; for the entire blessed volume or 
book of God’s word does show that the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world, was of divine appointment, and therefore 
is beyond our highest comprehension. 

‘‘And it came to pass in those days that there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that 
all the world should be taxed, and this taxing 
was first made when Cyrenius was Governor of 
Syria; and all went to be taxed—every one into 
his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee out of the City of Nazareth into Judea 
unto the City of David, which is called Bethle- 
hem, because he was of the house and lineage 
of David, to be taxed, with Mary, his espoused 
wife—being great with child. And so it was, 
that while they were there the days were accom- 
plished that she should be delivered ; and she 
brought forth her first born son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes and laid him ina manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn 
And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flocks by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them and the glory of the Lord 
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shone around about them, and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, fear 
not, for behold I bring you glad tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people, for unto youis 
born this day, in the City of David, a Saviour, 
which is Christ, the Lord; and this shall be a 
sign unto you, ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, and sud- 
denly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising “God and saying, 
glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
and good-will towards men.” 

It had been predicted for many ages and at 
different times that the Messiah would be born 
at Bethlehem, although the blessed Virgin, or — 
mother of the Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
lived in Nazareth—some sixty or seventy miles 
from Bethlehem ; hence we may bless and adore 
the infinite wisdom and goodness of the great 
cause of our blessings. for Mary was not directed 
by a vision to go to Bethlehem. Indeed, that 
would have appeared, as some would have it, 
too much the effect of a design. But Augustus 
Caesar, the Roman KEmperor, being left to fol- 
low the dictates of his own ambition or policy, 
‘issued an edict that an account should be taken 
of the number of all the subjects in his exten- 
sive empire, which, in a vain glorious style, was 
then commonly called the world. Thus it pleased 
the just and holy father of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, to take occasion by the determination of 
a heathen prince, to accomplish his own de- 
signs and to fulfill the prophecies in the most 
natural and simplest manner ; for as all persons 
were required to resort to the city to which the 
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family had belonged, it became necessary that 
Joseph and Mary should go up to Bethlehem, 
being the descendants of David, and as the city 
was then crowded with strangers, many of whom 
were doubtless in superior circumstances, and as 
Joseph and Mary were poor people, there was 
uo room for them in the inn, nor was any per- 
son disposed to give them a hospitable recep- 
tion among them, hence when Joseph and Mary 
arrived at Bethlehem,it is probable that they were 
obliged to wait for some time before it came to 
their turn to be enrolled. In the meantime, 
Mary brought forth her first born son—the 
Prince of Life. And Mary was probably able 
to wrap him in such clothes as she could get un- 
der the circumstances. and laid the child of glory 
in a manger, instead of a cradle. Thus the 
Saviour of the world, the Lord of Glory, made 
his appearance as aman in a stable, or some 
kind of out-building, and his first bed in a 
manger. This was perhaps to represent his 
condescension. as well as to show the degraded 
condition of sinful man; as also to show the recep- 
tion which he was to meet with in this sin-degraded 
world, and of the external poverty and debase- 
ment in which he would pass through this life. 
It is also probable that Jesus would be enrolled, 
and thus his birth at Bethlehem would be kept 
on record. Be this as it may, we are taught in 
the holy scriptures that although he was the 
rightful sovereign of the universal worlds, yet 
he became poor, that we, through his poverty, 
might be made rich.. Some suppose that there 
was only one inn of the superior sort at Bethle- 
hem, which was at this time an inconsiderable 
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place; and some think that the word rendered 
stable does not mean a place exclusively allot- 
ted to cattle, but an inferior sort of place for 
poor travelers, in which they and their animals 
were meanly accommodated; and we must of 
course know that the customs of that day or 
age of the world was quite different from those 
in which we now live under the glorious gospel 
of our divine Saviour. 

Again there seems to be a very striking illus- 
tration of facts under the various circumstances, 
as Abraham and David were shepherds to whom 
the promised Saviour was first given or prom- 
ised; so was the fulfillment of that promise first 
made known to those shepherds. who kept 
watch over their flocks by night and at all 
times, to prevent their destruction ; hence the 
birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
was attended with external poverty and mean- 
ness of circumstance; yet at the same time it 
was marked with a dignity and majesty far sur- 
passing all the pomp and grandeur of kings and 
the splendor of palaces, and suited to cast con- 
tempt on all human grandeur, and convey the 
glorious tidings of the birth of the Saviour to 
the humble poor, Thus, while the shepherds 
were busily engaged watching their flocks, a 
holy angel suddenly appeared, and the glory of 
the Lord, even of his manifested presence, sur- 
rounded them. These uncommon manifestations, 
however, seemed to excite them to wonder 
and surprise. But the angel encouraged them 
not to fear for he was coming to bring 
good news of great joy to them and all people; 
that there was, that very day, in Bethlehem, in 
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the City of David, there is a Saviour born, 
which is Christ, the Lord, the promised Mes- 


siah, Israel’s annointed Prophet, Priest and 
King ; yes, the Lord of glory, the Lord of all, 
the Lord from heaven, God manifested in the 
flesh. | 

We should learn to judge and act as holy 
angels do—they did not scorn the holy family 
because the son of God was lain in a manger— 
for every circumstance in the case of our 
Saviour’s advent into this sinful world, was eal- 
culated to illustrate the love and tender mer- 
cies of the friend of mankind who had been 
alienated from him by the subtileness ofthe Devil, 
and was led captive by the Satanic influence. 
Let us not pass over the early hfe of our 
Saviour without some serious thoughts of his 
divine mission in this world. When indeed we 
read in the sacred volume that the divine 
Saviour and friend of sinful men grew and 
waxed strong in the spirit and was filled with 
wisdom and understanding, and that the grace of 
God, the Holy Father, was with him; let us 
then endeavor to keep the teachings of our 
kind and blessed Saviour fully established 
in our hearts, and represent them in our 
lives. 

Now we have been tracing out a few mo- 
mentous and interesting facts of the loving 
kindness and tender mercies of the great and 
glorious father of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, towards fallen man ; even that God did 
‘so love the world that he gave his only begotten 
son that whosoever would believe in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 
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Let us now bring up a few references in or- 

der that we may know the only true God and 
him glorified ; for our main desire is to ilus- 
trate undeniable facts, to lay aside all contro- 
versy and to show that the supreme and glo- 
rious Creator of heaven and earth never could 
have been accessory to the fall.of his creature 
man. Now let us think for a while about the 
consequences of our words, thoughts and ac- 
tions. O! my dear fellow mortals, let us be 
cautious that we do not say as the Jews said, 
for they were ever willing tosay that Jesus had 
a devil. QO! let us be cautious in our feeble il- 
lustrations of divine truths that we be not car- 
ried away through selfishness, sectarianism or 
particism, and thereby make the just and holy 
God the author of sin and moral disorder. 

Now let us consult the sacred pages of the 
blessed book of God; see the third chapter of 
St. Luke, commencing at the fourth verse, as it 
is written in the book, of the words of Esaias, 
the Prophet, saying: ‘‘the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight,” the law and 
the prophets were until the days of John the 
Baptist, or John the Baptizer. John was truly 
a prophet, because he spake of the approach- 
ing Saviour and of the manifestations of his 
glory. John was also a minister of the new 
covenant, or a preacher of righteousness——be- 
eause he preached repentance for the remis- 
sions of the sins of the people, and he baptized 
the people under a consideration of their re- 
pentance towards God, the mighty maker of 
heaven and earth, and a lively faith in the 
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promised Messiah, or the approaching Saviour, — 
who was to appear and to be crucified for the — 
sins of the people, and to constitute on earth a | 
kingdom of righteousness or the kingdom of 
God ; which was then at hand. ‘‘And Jesus, be- 
ing about thirty years old, came from Galilee to 
Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him, but 
John forbade him, saying: I have need to be | 
baptized of thee, and comest thou tome. And 
Jesus answering, said unto him, suffer it to be so 
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all right- 
eousness; then he snffered him. And Jesus, 
when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water, and lo, the heavens were opened 
unto him, and he saw the spirit of God descend- 
ing like a dove and lighting upon him, and lo, a 
voice from heaven saying, this is my beloved son 
in whom [ am well pleased.” 

Now, in these blessed pages or declarations of 
divine truths, we may rely confidently in what 
is here testified in the baptism of our Saviour, 
the son of God, Jesus Christ ; in the first place. 
accepted of baptism as a duty which he should 
perform, and by which act he acknowledged 
that he was the son of God, the friend of sin- 
ners. And immediately after his baptism, he 
prayed, and the heavens opened, or as some 
kind window of heaven had opened to let the 
joyful news, with echo, fly to earth, to lost and 
ruined sinners : ‘‘This is my beloved son in whom 
I am’ well pleased.” Now, the father of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, the father of 
angels and men, not only bears testimony that 
Jesus was his son—the promised Messiah, but 
the act which he had just performed was a neces- 
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sary act to be performed in the constitution of 
the new covenant of divine grace to sinful mer 
and women. Now, here was the testimony of 
two, that the facts in the case were certain; and 
immediately the spirit—-being one of the three 
that bear record in heaven——descended to bear 
record on earth. And it is evident that the 
spirit appeared in the form of a material sub- 
Stance, lighting on the Saviour. as a dove lights 
on the grouud—probably in. the shape as well 
as after the manner of a dove ina visible form. 
Now, here were three that bore testimony on 
earth to the same facts in the establishing of the 
new covenant of God’s divine grace to fallen 
man; by which the human race may be re- 
deemed from the Satanic power and influence, 
and be restored to the favor and friendship of 
their offended Sovereign ; by which means of 
divine grace poor lost and ruined sinners may 
obtain a new creation or a divine change 
wrought in them by the power of the highest ; 
by which divine communications mankind may 
become heirs of God, the father, and joint heirs 
with the blessed Saviour, and heirs of an im- 
mense glory and happiness, where the wicked | 
influence and the Satanic powers shall for ever 
and ever be banished from our minds, and where 
the new created souls will be forever as happy 
as their immortal nature can bear throughout 
eternal ages. Glory to God in the highest and 
-on earth, peace and good-will towards my fel- 
low-man. But while the people of the world 
are eagerly contending for transient honors and 
engage in earthly vanities, the servants of - 
God are often placed in obscure circumstances, 


; 
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but when the Lord has prepared them for use- 
fulness, he will bring them forth and employ 
them in the teachings of the truths of the holy 
scriptures, to encourage the humble penitent 
and to abase the proud and high-minded ; and 
the valleys are exalted and the hills are brought 
low ; and every opposition is removed to make 
ready the hearts of sinners, that Christ may re- 
veal his salvation and set up his kingdom of 
righteousness in our inmost souls. Come, Lord 
Jesus, our Saviour, come now and dwell in the 
hearts of all thy people, now and ever. 

But again we read that after our Saviour was 
baptized that he was led up of the spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil, and 
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
he was afterward lhungered, and when the 
temptor came to him, he said, if thou be the 
son of God, command that these stones be made 
bread, but he answered and _ said, it is written 
man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. Then the Devil taketh him up into the 
holy city and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, and said unto him, if thou be the son of 
God, cast thyself down, for it is written, he shall 
give his angels charge concerning thee, and in 
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any 
time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus 
said unto him, it is written again, thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord, thy God. Again, the Devil 
taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain 
and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world 
and the glory of them, and “saith unto him, all 
these things will I give thee if thou wilt fall 
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down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto 
him, get thee hence Satan, for it is written thou 
shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. Then the Devil leaveth him, 
and behold angels came and ministered unto him. ” 
See St. Matthew, fourth ehapter, Ist and 11th 
verses inclusive. And we here meet with the 
Devil again ; he here attacks the son of God in 
his humanity, a thing or privilege which the 
Devil never could have enjoyed until the son of 
od was manifested in flesh and blood, because 
‘the Devil has no power over an immaterial 
being until such immateriality is engulfed in 
hell ; nevertheless he has extended his empire 
over millions of materiality. Now, immediately 
after the descent of the holy Spirit upon our 
‘Saviour, he was lead by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. He 
might be disposed for retirement in order that 
he might pour out his whole soul to the father 
in prayer and fasting and praise and holy 
exercises, that he might be prepared for the 
momentous reasons of his being manifested in 
human flesh and blood. The Lord, Jesus 
Christ, went forth to be tempted as our surety, 
our champion ; he went to meet the great 
Goliath, who had so long defied the servants of 
the most high God ; jand now, if he should pre- 
vail over our surety, mankind would be irre- 
deemable—lost world without end. Satan 
assaulted the first Adam in Paradise and pre- 
_vailed with him to eat the forbidden fruit, when 
he might, without offence, have regaled his ap- 
petite with rich variety. But the second Adam 
met the enemy in a howling wilderness and 
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thus gave the Devil his wanted advantage over 
his human nature, that he might feel in his 
human nature the influence of the Satanie pow- 
ers, and hence he wonld be able to suceor and 
sustain all those who might be influenced to sin 
against God the supreme good. Satan most 
assuredly knew that Jesus was the son of God, 
and for what reasons he had come into this world. 
But because he, the Devil, was naturally averse 
to God and the dispensations of divine grace, 
he was determined to exert that furious enmity 
against Christ which he had always manifested 
against his servants. Perhaps he had some pre- 
sumptuous expectations of success; he knew 
that as a man Jesus was like unto us in all 
things..except sin and the depravity of our hearts. 
Yet he knew if he could get the least advantage 
of the son of God, the whole plan of man’s re- 
demption would be at an end ; yet if he should 
not succeed, he would have the hellish pleasure 
of testing the patience of the friend of sinners, 
for our Lord suffered, being tempted there is no 
doubt. But the Devil changed his temptation 
from time to time, producing in the mind of 
Christ those thoughts under the circumstances 
for forty days and nights, continually interrupt- 
ing the holy meditations of the blessed Saviour 
by his hateful suggestions he might probably 
communicate thoughts to the Saviour, as he had 
to his people, in order to decoy Christ from his 
holy meditations, there cannot be any doubt. 
But the Devil made use of all his satanic pow- 
ers to prevent the salvation of sinners through 
the perfect obedience of our surety if he could 
get Christ to deviate in the least. But blessing 
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and honor and glory be unto the God and father 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ; the 
Devil was overcome by the king of glory. The 
son of God, though manifested in human flesh, 
did most gloriously trinmph over the angel of 
the bottomless pit, and placed the Devil under 
his feet and thereby gained a glorious victory 
for allthose that would trust in him for salva- 
tion. Now, under consideration of all the facts 
now under consideration, can any man pretend 
to insanism sufticient to enable him, in the face of 
al! God’s truths, to say that the God of all truth 
and holiness did make this obnoxious and dia- 
bolical devil. Satan, demon, dragon or angel of 
the bottomless pit or lake of streaming brim- 
stone and fire,—I say, can any man pretend to 
such insane-7sm ? For no man that considers 
the holy Creator of heaven and earth to be a 
God of truth and consistent in himself, can en- 
tertain such an idea of the supreme and glo- 
rious good; for from the earliest date of all 
that we have any knowledge of, the great and 
glorious Creator of all good has been contend- 
ing and opposing against all sin and moral dis- 
order throughout the entire universe; hence 
the very idea or supposition that the almighty 
sovereign of all that is good did make the Devil, 
is the most absurd) thing within the range of 
man’s comprehension, for if the almighty and 
glorious Creator of heaven and earth did make 
the Deviland purpose the fall of his creature man, 
as some false teachers have taught, it is to say, 
who can hear it without weeping that the just 
and holy God has not only sworn to a lie, but 
such doctrine does teach that the holy and just 
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God of all truth is the most absurd hypocrite 
that ever lived or died—in heaven, earth or 
hell. And I am again bound to say that all 
such doctrine is from the angel of the bottomless 
pit. 

O! Lord, have mercy on _ finite man; 
QO! my brethren and sisters and O! my 
fellow man, let us read the pure word of God’s 
infinite truth impartially, and O! let us desire 
nothing but the truth. Let us lay aside all self- 
ishness, for we are the next thing to the Devil, 
for we are naturally averse to God and holiness, 
and if we are not very cautious, we will always 
say as the Jews said, that the Lord is unequal 
in all his ways; for I had rather say that the 
scriptures do not mean anything than to say 
it meant that God is unjust, or that he is incon- 
sistent to his holy nature ; for the principles of 
sin are eternal—without beginning and without 
end; and God and holiness is without begin- ’ 
ning and without end, and the entire blessed 
volume of God’s truth, if it is read impartially, 
does show that there has been an eternal oppo- 
sition between Good and Evil; which we have, 
and will abundantly prove God being our helper. 
Yet in all circumstances the supreme Creator is 
_ pre-dominant and will enable his saints to come 
out victorious over sin and Satan ; because our 
blessed Saviour did triumph over death, hell and 
thegrave and lead captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men. But to say that the just and holy 
Being is the author of all things, sin not excepted, 
is to reproach and blaspheme the just and holy 
maker of heaven and earth ; because when our 
divine Saviour left the glorious mansions of 


THE DEVIL OR SATAN. 99 


eternal bliss and assumed our feeble flesh and 
blood, it was to destroy the satanic influence, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ will, in the end of 
this world engulf Satan and all his subjects, 
with all his influence, in the.bottomless pit, 
where the worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched ; because the Devil will be powerless 
after this world is destroyed—except in hell— 
for his satanic influence is limited to this world 
and to flesh and blood. The Devil has no power 
over an immaterial substance which we will 
notice as we proceed. 

Now, let us bring our evidence from the Holy 
Bible, see St. Matthew, the 13th chapter, com- 
mencing at the 19th verse: ‘‘When anyone 
heareth the word of the kingdom and under- 
standeth it not, then cometh the wicked one and . 
catcheth away that which was sown in his 
heart;’ the seed sown is the pure word of 
divine truth, the word of holiness sown in the 
heart or consciousness of an intelligent man or 
woman, and the Devil is always ready to 
deprive the individual of the benefits to be ob- 
tained therefrom, by producing in the mind 
worldly thoughts of riches and vain amusements, 
and thus removes the holy impressions. Again, 
see the 24th verse; ‘‘Another parable put he 
forth unto them say ing the kingdom of heaven 
is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in 
his field, but while man slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat and went his 
way, but when the blade was sprung up and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 
also. So the servants of the householder came 
and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good 
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seed in thy field? From whence then hath it 
tures? He said unto them, an enemy hath done 
this.” The gospel dispensation is here repre- 
sented as good seed sown in a man’s field; the 
son of God, and after him his servants, declare 
the glorious news of salvation.to the world of 
lost and ruined sinners, who are so influenced 
by the Devil that they cannot approach the just 
and holy God of all truth, unless they resist the 
Devil and obtain access to a throne of grace 
through the merits of the Lord, Jesus Christ ; 
for the Devil is here set forth,. as clearly ‘as 
facts can illustrate ‘anything, to be the great 
enemy of God and man; for the blessed Saviour 
and friend of sinners doves declare in this para- 
ble that the Devil was an enemy to the purity 
and progress of his holy kingdom of righteous- 
ness which he had come into the world to estab- 
lish in the hearts of all true believers, for saith 
the Saviour: ‘‘an. enemy hath done this,” he 
therefore illustrates matters of facts by compar- 
ing and illustrating by the wheat and tares—the 
tares were some obnoxious weed that sprang up 
among the good wheat; thus the Devil is al- 
ways exerting his satanic influence in this ma- 
terial world and upon materiality to manifest 
his enmity against God and his creatures, and 
therefore it is an undeniable fact that the su- 
preme good never could have made this great 
enemy, or have been accessory to the fall of his 
creature man. See also the fortieth and forty- 
second verses inclusive: ‘As therefore the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire, so shali it 
bein the end of this world, the son of man shall 
sead forth his angels and they shall gather out 
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of his kingdom all things that offend and them 
which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire, there shall be wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth.’ Now, can any man in the world 
with the smallest drop of virtue in his compo- 
sition, pretend to say that the supreme and al- 
mighty and glorious Creator of all good. could 
have heen accessory to this awful condition of 
his creature man in the last, or judgment day, 
when he will execute vengeance on the Devil 
and all his subjects ; therefore can anyone be- 
lieve that the merciful Creator could have 
willed or designed that his creature man should 
be 'gnashing of his teeth in the most torment- 
ing hell; hence it follows that there is two mov- 
ing or operating causes by which this enmity or 
controversy has been produced and by-which 
mankind are alienated from the supreme good. 
Now see St. Matthew, eighth chapter, 28th and 
29th verses: ‘‘And when he was come to the 
other side. into the country of the Gergesenes, 
there met him two, possessed with devils, coming 
out of the tombs, exceeding fierce so, that no 
man might pass by that way, and behold they 
cried out, saying what have we to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou son of God, art thou come hither to 
torment us before the a _ Here we meet 
with the satanic power, or influence, which cir- 
cumstance clearly snes that the holy and ever 
merciful. God and father of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, never could have made, willed or de- 
signed, that such demons, dragons or Satans or 
evil spirits should have an eternal existence ; 
for the circumstances of this narration, like 
those. of several others, plainly prove the re- 
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ality of possessions by evil spirits, for such 
things were said and done by these demoniacs, 
and such events took place in consequence of 
their disposition, as one would think no man — 
could ascribe to lunacy who was himself in his 
right mind, for it cannot be supposed for a mo- 
ment that Satan and his angels want power or 
malice to distract men’s minds and torment 
their bodies, as well as to tempt them to sin 
against God, the supreme good, even if they do 
not in any Instance cause immediate lunacy to 
prevail; yet they take the advantage of a diseased 
state of the body to overcome the mind. But 
when the son of God was manifested in the flesh, 
then it was that the Devil exerted all of his 
satanic forces to control humanity as far as pos- 
sible. But the son of God did prove beyond all 
doubt that these evil spirits were not only 
enemies to God and man, but that they were 
destructive to vital christianity. The scriptures 
make a plain and evident distinction between 
curing diseases and casting out devils, this will 
be farther evident from many circumstances of 
Christ casting out devils. See St. Mark, first 
chapter, 34th verse, and St. Luke, fourth chap- 
ter and 41st verse, and eighth chapter and 
27th and 33rd verses: now, to say that the 
son of God spake and acted thus to persons 
merely diseased, is sufficient to show that such 
persons as would contend against the truths 
which we are here endeavoring to illustrate, are 
- sufficient to show that they are not right in their 
minds and hearts towards the supreme good. 
The blessed Saviour sometimes asked such per- 
sons as were devilised questions, and the evil 
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spirits would make use of the organs of such 
persons and speak to the son of God, as the 
devil used the organs of speech in the 
serpent to deceive our first parents. And 
when the evil spirits saw Christ, they 
dreaded him, because they knew that he 
had all power in heaven and earth, and 
therefore they would cry aloud: ‘‘what 
have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of 
God ;” they expected no favors from him, they 
desired to have nothing to do with the friend of 
sinners ; they would therefore cry out: O! thou 
Jesus, thou son of the ever-living God, it is our 
greatest misery and misfortune that we have 
fallen into thy power. 

Again, see the fourth chapter of St. Luke, 
3eérd and 34th verses: ‘‘And in the synagogue 
there was a man who had a spirit of an un- 
clean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, let us alone, what have we to do with 
thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth, art thou come to 
destroy us, I know thee who thou art, the holy 
one of God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, 
hold thy peace and come out of him.” These 
texts of holy writ show that there was then, 
as now, an eternal and unchangeable enmity 
existing between good and evil; because the 
Devil here acknowledges that Jesus was holy, 
‘and that he was ‘roi God, the father, and 
showed that he dreaded the friend of sinners, 
because the aversion which the Devil had to ail 
that was good constituted a present hell at the 
approach of the son of God. Now, it would 
seem from all that is contained in the blessed 
book of God of the nature of good and evil 
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and the responsibility of man, that God never 
would have been charged with injustice, but the 
Devil is always striving to get up objections 
against the supreme good to gratify his hellish 
enmity against God and his creature man, 
Again, see St. John, the eighth chapter and 
44th verse, and we will have the testimony of the 
son of God, for he said unto the Jews thus: 
“Ye are of your father, the Devil, and the lust 
of your father ye will do; he was a murderer 
from the beginning and abode not in the truth 
because there is no truth in him; when he 
speaketh a le he speaketh of his own, for he is 
a liar and the father of it.” These words spake 
Jesus unto the Jews, which was sufficient to 
show that they were confiding in wrong opin- 
ions, and as they objected to the truth when 
declared by the son of the true father, it was 
evident that they were the children of the 
Devil and bore the image of their father; they 
were therefore determined to perpetrate those 
wicked designs which originated from the lust 
in their hearts as excited by the Devil, and 
were the manifestations of the enmity towards 
God and his creation and coincided with his 
malignant purposes of dishonoring God and 
opposing true religion and destroying its friends 
as much as possible. The Devil, from the very 
first of creation, has manifested his opposition 
against all that was good and against every dis- 
pensation of divine grace, he has always been 
the great tempter of mankind to all kinds of 
discords and contentions which terminate in 
private murder, or in bloody destructive wars 
and cruel oppressions and massacres. He. 
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prompts men to those acts of wickedness by 
which multitudes are destroyed, at the same 
time his evil suggestions tend to the eternal 
ruin of the souls of mankind, he prompts men 
to lie and to deceive. The Devil deceived our 
first mother by telling her a he; hence, the 
blessed Saviour and friend of sinners said that 
the Devil was a murderer from the beginning 
and abode not in the truth, that is, he was al- 
ways opposed to the truth and never was known | 
to speak the truth; and therefore when he 
speaks a lie, he speaks of himself, for he is the 
father of all lies and the father of all lars ; in 
a word, the Devil is the great promoter of all 
falsehood of every kind throughout the earth, 
and does all of his mischief by that system, 
the same as God makes use of truth, love and 
mercy, as the medium of all good to his creature 
man ‘The Devil is altogether composed, as it 
were, of subtilety, dissimilation and treachery, 
so when he propagates a he of any kind, he 
acts in character and brings forth out of his 
own inexhaustible treasury—for he is not only 
a lar, but the original author of all lies. Now, 
it is evident that those Jews to whom the 
Saviour was then speaking, were the children or 
servants of the Devil, in that they did not be- 
lieve in the son of God, and sought to put the 
Saviour to death; hence it follows that the 
Devil is a devil in himself and never was any- 
thing else, and that he acts in conformity with 
his own satanic nature, and therefore he is con- 
sistent in himself and needs no moving cause to 
prompt him to action ; because his own hellish 
enmity against all truth, justice, mercy, holiness 
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and love,isa kind of temptation to him to temptall 
within the range of his satanic influence, and his 
enmity is of such a nature that were it possible 
he would destroy the heavens and earth with all 
that is therein and have again an enmity blank 
or void and darkness. But +the great I am, 
even the Lord God omnipotent reigneth and 
will reign for ever and ever—glory to his holy 
name. 

Now, if I have the smallest drop of compre- 
hension of the just and holy creator of heaven 
and earth, it would be impossible for God, the 
Lord of holiness, to deviate from perfection and 
virtue to be accessory to such a nature as the 
Devil is, and indeed. we witness throughout the 
blessed book of God’s truth that in every age 
and in every nation that the mighty Creator, 
the everlasting father of angelsand men,and above 
all, the God dna father of our Lord, Jestis Christ, 
has been opposing and contending against the — 
satanic influence ; hence if God could have made 
such a nature he would have brought it under 
his immediate control. But alas, the satanic in- 
fluence is only limited. But still it does exist, 
because immateriality never will cease to be ; 
for the Devil is self-existent and therefore was — 
not. made. But the Devil will be powerless — 
after the dissolution of this world—this material — 
world is the only theatre of action where the 
satanic influence can reach the happy abode of 
God’s people, for the Devil has no power over 

the happiness of an immortal being. 

Again, see the second chapter, and commence 
with the eleventh verse of St. Paul’s epistle to ; 
the Hebrews: ‘‘For both he that vanctifyeth | 
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and they who are sanctified, are all of one, for 
which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren: saying I will declare thy name unto 
my brethren, in the midst of the church will I 
sing praises unto thee. And again, I will put 
iny trust in him, and again, behold I and the 
children which God hath given me. For as 
much then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself took part of the 
same, that through death he might destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is the 
Devil, and deliver them who through teat Or 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
Now, in these scriptures before us we have a 
elear manifestation of the goodness of our 
great Creator ; for it is impossible for God to 


deviate from justice ; hence there must be a 


sacrifice equal to the highest demands of the 
holy law of God, there must be a just and 
honorable power in human flesh and blood to 
overcome the Devil and to brmg mankind from 
the bondage of sin and Satan, and restore them 
back again to the favor and friendship of their 
offended sovereign ; hence Jesus, by assuming 
human nature and humbling himself to the 
death of the cross for our sins, he made the sal- 
vation of sinners consistent with divine justice, 
and thus tanght us to expect redemption alone 
through faith in his perfect obedience or com- 
plete and perfect righteousness in the fulfill- 
ment of the requirements of God’s holy law. 
Thus Jesus, who sanctifyeth or purifies the true 
penitent from guilt and sin and consecrates them 
to God the father, and hence they who are thus 


sanctified by the son of God are all of one— 
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that is of one father—even of Adam; or as the 
Apostle might intend, the children of faithful 
Abraham ; for the son of God became one with 
us in human nature in order that his sufferings 
might atone for our sins, and that we might be 
justified by his righteousness for which cause he 
is not ashamed to own us as his brethren, as 
therefore the people of whom Christ spake by 
the prophet were partakers of flesh and blood, 
or of human nature. He also voluntarily condes- 
cended to take part of the same in order that he 
might stand in the nearest relationship to those 
whose salvation he had undertaken, and become 
our surety and representative for. The Devil, 
by seducing man into sin, brought him under the 
sentence of death, but the redemption of Christ 
made it honorable in God, the father, to bring 
poor, lost and ruined sinners from under the 
bondage of sin and Satan, then the Devil loses 
his dominion and Jesus Christ overthrows his 
empire and delivers the captives, and brings 
life and a glorious immortality to light by the 
guspel and gives to the degenerate sons and 
daughters of Adama title to an inheritance that 
is incorruptible and that shall never fade away. 
The pre-eminent excellency, importance and 
clearness of the blessed gospel, and the dignity 
and unmerited favors of the blessed Saviour 
concur in calling on us to give the more earnest 
heed to the pure and un-adulterated doctrines 
taught in the Holy Bible—the word of life 
Unless serious recollection, fervent prayer and 


reverent attention, with subsequent meditation. 


and practice prevent, we shall surely let divine 
truths run out of our minds as water from a 
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vessel that has holes. O! then let us pray to 
the kind and merciful God that we may not 
be as many who corrupt the pure word of God’s 
infallible truth, but in simplicity and godly sin- 
cerity we may have our conversation in this sin- 
polluted world; for the Devil is always ready 
io tempt us to a distrustful opinion of the 
truths of the book of our holy religion. The 
Devil has in every age employed men to teach 
false doctrines in order to cause a mis-appre- 
hension of the true nature of the holy and ever- 
blessed God who cannot be inconsistent to him- 
self, for the blessed Saviour said unto the Jews 
that if he cast out devils by Belzebub, then 
Satan would be divided against. himself, and 
therefore his kingdom could stand. But the 
blessed son of God did not do what the Jews 
said he did. But the son of (God acted 
from principles of a godly nature, and 
had ‘no connection with the Devil. 
Moreover the Saviour said if a kingdom 
or a house were divided against itself, that 
house or kingdom could not stand; hence we — 
may be confident and rely in the truth of it, 
that the holy and just God of all truth never 
has in one instance been divided against himself, 
and therefore never could have made the Devil 
as the moving cause of all sin and then to be 
always contending against the works ef his own 
creative power, and thereby be divided against 
himself. The son of God said that the Devil 
was the God of this world, the prince and 
power of the air, the spirit that worketh in the 
children of disobedience. JI therefore most 
sincerely appeal to the consciousness of my fel- 


110 THE DEVIL OR SATAN, 


low-man to answer my friendly interrogation : 
could it, or can it be possible, is 1t a reasonable 
conclusion that the all-wise and holy God of all 
truth, justice, mercy and love could have made, 
willed or designed such a composition as the 
Devilis? I do therefore contend that it would 
be impossible for God to have made such a 
demon, because every blessing and every dis- 
pensation of God’s divine grace has been given 
to mankind as a gracious and a condescending 
gift, therefore the son of God left his native 
heaven and assumed our feeble flesh and blood 
to contend with and overcome this great devil 
before mankind could be saved and God be 
just in the salvation of sinners, and at the 
same time secure the honors of his divine goy- 
ernment. . 

Now, can any man offer to say that all those 
kind offers and favors conferred were merely 
the accomplishment of God’s purposes or pre- 
determinations? Now, if you say that such is 
the case of the facts under consideration, you 
wilfully give God the lie, for the God of all 
truth has declared that he did so love the world 
that he gave his only begotten son that whoso- 
ever would believe in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. Now, if all God’s bless- 
ings were mere purposes or predeterminations, 
they could not be free giftstoman. Butblessing 
and glory be unto God in the highest, for the 
Lord cannot be divided against himself. | 

Now, see the epistle of James, first chapter, 
12th and 17th verses inclusive: ‘‘Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation, for when he is 
tried he shall receive the crown of life which 
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the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God, for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any man, but 
every man is tempted when he is drawn away 
of his own lust and enticed ; then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sm, and sin 
when it is finished bringeth forth death. Do 
uot err, my beloved brethren, every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above and cometh 
down from the father of lights, with whom is 
v0 variableness neither shadow: of turning.” 
Now, if these blessed scriptures do not set 
aside all controversy as regards the self-exist- 
ence of the Devil as the moving cause of all 
sin and moral disorder, it is because men love 
darkness rather than light, to excuse their own 
guilt and selfwill, and to cast the shame of 
their own devices on the just and holy God. 
But the supreme and his throne is guiltless. 
Glory to his hallowed and glorious name, both 
now andever. ‘Therefore thus saith the blessed 
Apostle : ‘Blessed (or happy) is the man that 
endureth temptations, that patiently endures 
the trials of this devilized world, those that de- 
part from evil and do good, that love and fear 
God and escheweth evil—knowing that the try- 
ing of their faith worketh patience and 
patience, experience and experience, hope and 
hope, maketh not ashamed, because the love of 
God will be shed abroad in our hearts by the 
holy ghost which is given unto us by the 
father of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ ; 
therefore let no man say when he ts tempted by 
Satan and by the allurements of this world that 
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he is tempted by the just and holy God, for no 
man should venture to say that he is tempted 
by God, as if the Lord was the author of trans- 


| 


gressions or of the dishonorable event of the — 


trial. But when sin and Satan rule within, dis- 
obedience must be the effect, nothing therefore 
which is sinful in the heart or conduct can be 
ascribed to God without the same absurdity as 
it would be to charge coldness and darkness on 
the sun; for God cannot be tempted with evil. 
His absolute perfection and his all-sufficiency 
render it impossible that there should ever be 
any inducement for him in the most minute de- 
gree to deviate from complete and entire jus- 
tice, truth, wisdom, purity and goodness and 
love. Neither doth the Lord of all goodness in 
any sense tempt any man by putting evil in his 
heart or suggesting it to his thoughts, or neces- 
sitating the commission of it, for the God of all 
light and love is not the author of sin and moral 
disorder. 

Now, see again the twenty-second chapter of 
St. Luke, 3lst and 32nd verses, and we will 
have again the testimony of the son of God 
with regard to the Devil: ‘‘And the Lord said, 
Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to have 
you that he may sift you as wheat, but I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not, and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 
We here have the testimony of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, about the Devil and his nature and pur- 
poses. The true friend of sinners shows that 
the Devil is a distinct and separate being from 
that of God, and never could have been in- 
tended to serve any purpose in the plan of the 
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salvation of sinners, the kind instruction of our 
Saviour is sufficient to show that the all-wise 
and infinite God of all truth never could have 
made, willed or designed such a nature or influ- 
ence to torment and apostatize created intelli- 
gence. The instruction of our kind Saviour to 
Peter is a clear and undeniable evidence that 
the Devil was the most inveterate enemy of the 
salvation of sinners; for the just and holy father 
of the Lord, Jesus Christ, never could have been 
accessory to any power or principle against 
which his own son would pray and agonize to 
overcome. Besides it would be impossible for 
the all-wise and infinite and glorious sovereign 
of the universe to have admitted of the exist- 
ence of such a power or nature to be the cause 
or means by which such a high and noble intel- 
ligence as man would be brought into a state of 
apostasy, if he could have prevented it with jus- 
tice to his own eternal nature. But an eternal 
principle of life cannot be destroyed—an im- 
material substance never will die, never 
will cease to be, either in heaven or hell. 
Now, to show that the Devil was sef-existing and 
that he was an independent existence—without 
creative causes—and that the all-wise and glor- 
ious Creator did know that the Devil was 
naturally averse to all good, and that man, in 
his paridistical constitution, and his free moral 
agency, and his high and holy nature would be 
exposed to the satanic influence ; the all-wise 
Creator did make provisional arrangement for 
man’s redemption in and through his own 
son. 
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See the first chapter of St. Paul’s epistle to 
the Ephesians, 3rd and 4th verses: “Blessed be 
the God and father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
who had blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ, according as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and with- 
out blame before him in love.” The Apostle 


could not avoid ascribing praises unto the God. 


and father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, for the 
watchful care and tender mercies which he, the 
rightful sovereign, had manifested towards his 
creature man ; that in his infinite counsel before 
the foundation of the world, had provided 
against the subtilety of the satanic influence ; 
for the salvation or redemption of lost and 
ruined sinners ; that all who would place a sure 
trust, confidence or reliance in the meritorious 
righteousness of the son of God should be ena- 
bled to conquer sin and Satan, and become again 
the children of God. 

Now, can any man pretend to say that the 
God of all truth and sincerity could have made 
the Devil just to provide against. But it is an 
undeniable fact that the all-wise Creator never 
would have made the provision for man’s sal- 
vation. unless there had been an evil nature 
against which to provide. But there was the 
same Devil then as now ; but he was powerless 
before the creation of man, or the organization 
of materiality; for the Devil has no power over a 
disembodied spirit, unless such disembodied spirit 
is devilzed whilst dwelling in flesh and blood, 
because the Devil has no power, only in this 
material world and in hell. : 
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Now, some may think that we have made 
some very bold assertions. But let us reason 
awhile ; for I do desire to copy the truth and 
nothing but the truth, the Lord being my 
helper. I know that it has for many ages been 
a prevailing faith or opinion that the Devil was 
once a bright and holy angel in heaven, and that 
he became a sinner and got up war in heaven. 
and influenced one-third part of the angels of 
heaven, and they were cast out with him; and 
all the commentators have cojied just what was 
the common opinion, without ever once thinking 
whether it could be a true faith or not, accord- 
ing to the nature of things. Some of the com- 
mentators, and indeed many of the divines seem 
just to notice what was the common opinion, and 
then proceed tv their illustrations without ever 
giving the subject any investigation. Now, it 
is certainly a subject of the highest moment to 
the comprehension of the divine being as he 
has been pleased to reveal himself to finite 
man. Besides all this, we are commanded to 
improve our time and talents to the honor and 
glory of God, and the good and happiness of 
our fellow man. Andas St. Paul so said, say 
I: “I think that I have the spirit of the living 
and glorious father of our Lord, Jesus Christ ;” 
and feel that it is my duty to write on this mo- 
mentous subject now before us, And all [ ask 
of my fellow men is to treat this, my honest ef- 
fort, as they would wish to be treated under 
similar circumstances; for it does seem as one 
of the impossibilities that there could be war in 
heaven ; or that the satanic influence could ever 
reach a glorified spirit; for if the satanic influence 
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could reach the happy abode of the angelic 
host in heaven’s high and holy mansions of 
eternal glory, it might still be within the reach 
of the satanic influence. But away with all 
such nonsense! and let us delight in the truth 
of the book of God, and turn away from old 
fables ; for the blessed son of God taught us to 
pray; ‘‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven.” Now, my fel- 
low mortals, let us ask ourselves how is the will 
of God done in heaven? O! is it not done in 
a perfect manner? If so, can you believe 
that sin and moral disorder ever was, or ever 
can reach that blissful home of God’s people? 
It is impossible for the satanic powers to inter- 
rupt a spiritin a state of immortality ; for when 
we are delivered from this bondage of morta!- 
ity into the glorious light and liberty of God’s 
holy people, into a state of a glorious immor- 
tality, then the Devil will be powerless ; for 
there the wicked shall cease from troubling and 
the people of God shall forever be freed from 
the satanic influences. Although the blessed 
scriptures speak of fallen angels, these illustra- 
tions, however, are to show the high condition 
and responsibility of the persons or angels 
spoken of. Now, let us copy those instances in 
which it is said the angels fell, and let us see if 
it has any allusion to the holy angels that vie 
around the throne of God. 

Now, see the second chapter of second epis- 
tle of Peter: ‘‘But there were false prophets 
_ also among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the 
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Lord that brought them and bring upon them- 
selves swift destruction ; and many shall follow 
their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the 
way of truth shall be evil spoken of, and through 
covetousness shall they, with feigned words, 
make merchandise of you whose judgment now 
of a long time lingereth not and their damnation 
sluinbereth not; for if God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness to 
be reserved unto judgment, and spared not 
the old world, but saved Noah, the eighth person, 
a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood 
upon the world of the ungodly and turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gommorrah into ashes, 
condemning them with an overthrow, making 
them an example unto those that after should 
live ungodly, and delivered just Lot, vexed with 
the filthy conversation of the wicked.” Weare 
taught that there are no scriptures without inter- 
pretation. The Apostle Peter commences the 
illustrations of the facts before us, by referring 
to the false prophets and false teachers who op- 
pose the holy servants of God under the old 
dispensation, and by flattery and deceitful 
words obtained a pernicious ascendancy over 
the minds of the people and the rulers of 
Israel; and there would be in like manner 
false teachers in the christian church ; who, 
by similar methods, would draw off professed 
christians from the truths of the Apostles and 
thereby make worldly gains or profits ; but the 
Lord would in due time reward them and thereby 
make manifest his holy abhorrence of all sin and 
moral disorder ; for if he would not spare the 
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apostates of his church in all ages, but would 
cast them into ever-lasting fire prepared for 
the Devil and his angels ; he would reward ali 
others who would become devil-zed by the 
satanic influence. The scriptures according to 
my humble conception or feeble comprehension 
have nothing to do with those immaterial and 
glorious angels that dwell around the throne of 
God, only as mentioning of them as ascribing 
praises to the great I am, or engaged in the re- 
demption of mankind, in spreading the joyful 
news to earth of the Saviour’s birth, and 
rejoicing in the salvation of sinners. Or that 
my fellow men may understand my views more 
particularly, all the angels that we have any 
knowledge of as fallen angels were doubtless 
men of our own species, who were the heads or 
representatives of the church of the almighty 
Creator of the first ages. I honestly acknowl- 
edge that St. Peter and brother Jude and oth- 
ers speak of the fallen angels, but must we infer 
from hence that they did have reference to those 
holy and disembodied spirits that dwell forever 
with the great Creator. I do understand the 
Apostles to illustrate the facts differently, es- 
pecially when they draw their conclusions by 
referring to the flood and the destruction of the 
ungodly who then lived ; and in like manner 
also, the cities of Sodom and Gommorrha. 
Now, as they made their conclusions from ma- 
teriality, so also must the fallen angels have 
been in possession of material bodies, as we 
think we shall be able to show before we are 
through, for the Devil has no communication 
with the heavenly inhabitants, for there is an 
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eternal division or separation between heaven 
and hell and all their inhabitants; because 
when the rich man was agonizing in hell and 
petitioning to Abraham for relief, he was in- 
formed that it wasimpossible. See the sixteenth 
chapter of our Lord’s gospel, by St. Luke: 
“But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou 
in thy life-time receivedst thy good things, and 
hkewise Lazarus, evil things, but now he is com- 
forted and thou art tormented, and _ besides all 
this, between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed so that they which would pass from hence 
to you, cannot, neither can they pass to us that 
would come from thence.” To complete the 
horror of this answer, Abraham assured him 
that there was a great chasm fixed between the 
places of happiness and misery, so that if an in- 
habitant of heaven desired to go to relieve one 
that was in hell, it would be impossible—even 
as it would be beyond all possibility for one to 
pass from eternal despair to reach the happy 
abode of God’s people; so that both parties 
were finally and eternally fixed in their res- 
pective states by the unchangeable decrees of 
the great Creator ; for heaven-was made and 
located for the happy abiding place of God’s 
people, and hell was erected and located for the 
continement of the Devil and all those that oppose 
the goodness of the supreme Creator of heaven 
and earth, and hence the satanic influence has 
no power over a holy angel or a holy disembodied 
spirit, after death. 

Now, let us examine brother Jude on this 
momentous subject. See the book of Jude, he 
says: ‘I will therefore put you in remembrance, 
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though ye once knew this, how that the Lord hav- 
ing saved the people out of the land of Hgypt, 
afterward destroyed them that believed not, 
and the angels which kept not their first estate; 
but left their own habitation he had reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the 
judgment of the great day; even as Sodom and 
sommorrah and the cities about them; in like 
manner giving themselves over to fomication 
and going after strange flesh, are set forth for 
an example—suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire.’ There can be no doubt that the apostate 
angels here spoken of, were the heads or 
apostate Jews who apostatized from the jewish 
church, because they were the ehildren of 
Abraham, to whom God made a covenant to 
bless him and his seed forever; which cove- 
nanted people of God they were so long as they 
obeyed the voice of the Lord, their God; _be- 
cause the eternal privileges, profession and ap- 
parent conversion could not secure them from 
the severest vengeance of God those who 
turned aside from him in unbelief and diso- 
_bedience. ‘To evince this, the Apostle deemed 
it proper to remind his readers, though they 
had been taught and had once understood it, 
that the Lord having delivered the whole nation 
of Israel from the Egyptian bondage, and hay- 
ing made a covenant with them as his people, 
yet afterwards destroyed, with terrible judg- 
ments, such of them as believed not and so 
would not obey him, though these judgments 
involved a vast majority of the nation. In like 
manner those who apostatized from christianity 
or manifested their unbelief by determined, and 
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habitual disobedience ; instead of being secured 
by external privileges, would be more deeply 
eondemned, and therefore would be banished 
forever from all the blessings of the means of 
divine grace and receive the greater damnation; 
because they were the fathers or angels of the 
Jewish church. Now, to illustrate these facts, 
let us bring up a few of the blessed pages of 
God’s word: ‘‘And Nadab and Abihu, the 
sons of Aaron, took either of them, his censer, 
and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, 
and offered strange fire before the Lord, which 
he commanded them not; and there went out 
fire from the Lord and devoured them, and they 
died before the Lord.” Now, here was in this 
instance apostasy from God, for these two sons 
of Aaron were made a public example to all oth- 
ers; the fire of the Lord devoured them, and they 
were cast into utter darkness against the judg- 
ment of the great day, and were two of the fal- 
len angels, according to my comprehension of 
the holy scriptures, for the scriptures in several 
places speak of angels where they were men, 
which we will yet illustrate ; because it is im- 
possible for the hateful and destructive influence 
of the Devil to reach the happy abode of the 
angelic minds. Besides we have no positive evi- 
dence that the angels of God were made and 
placed upon a probationary state of existence 
like mortal men. The detestable opinions of 
the holy angels falling were doubtless obtained 
from the old Jewish fables, for the Apostles 
doubtless understood what they wrote, and there- 
fore must have had reference to created intel- 
ligences that were in possession of material 
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bodies ; because the Apostles, in drawing their 
comparisons, make them from material ob- 
jects, referring to cities and the ungodly of all 
nations. 

Now, let us refer to the plain word of truth. 
See the book of Numbers, and sixteenth chap- 
ter, in which chapter you may find the words 
that we use for a testimony: ‘And Moses said 
unto Korah, hear, [ pray you, ye sons of Levi, 
seemeth it but a small thing unto you that the 
God of Israel hath separated you from the con- 
gregation of Israel to bring you near to himself 
to do the service of the tabernacle of the Lord, 
and to stand before the congregation to minister 
unto them, and he hath brought thee to him 
and all thy brethren, the sons of Levi, with 
thee, and seek ye the priesthood also.” Now, 
in the case now before us, we see that the 
Devil had gotten up the spirit of jealousy and 
rebellion in the church of God in the wilderness af- 
ter all the mercies which the Lord had bestowed 
upon them. And the Lord spake unto Moses 
and unto Aaron, saying: ‘‘Separate yourselves 
from among this congregation that I may con- 
sume them in a moment.” Here we see the 
wrath of the Lord against sin and moral disor- 
der ; for notwithstanding that those rebellious 
persons were the children of promise, the chil- 
dren of faithful Abraham, in whose family the 
Lord established his church, in view of having 
a holy generation through which the promised 
Saviour would make his advent into this world, 
and although the Lord did sanctify many of 
their hearts to love the Lord, their God, with 
all their hearts, yet when they aspostatized 
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from him, he executed vengeance upon them, 
even as he manifested his holy abhorrence of 
all evil in the destruction of the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. And Moses spake unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, saying: ‘‘If these men die the 
common death of all men, or if they be visited 
after the visitation of all men, then the Lord 
hath not sent- me; but if the Lord make a 
new thing and the earth open her mouth and 
swallow them up with all that appertains unto 
them, and they go down quick into the pit, then 
ye shall understand that these men have pro- 
voked the Lord. And it came to pass, as he 
had made an end of speaking all these words, 
that the ground clave asunder that was under 
them, and the earth opened her mouth and 
swallowed them up and their houses and all the 
men that appertained unto Korah, and all their 
goods, they, and all that appertained unto them, 
went down alive into the pit, and the earth 
closed upon them, and they perished from among 
the congregation, and all Israel that were round 
about them fled at the cry of them, for they said 
lest the earth swallow us up also; and there 
came outa fire from the Lord and consumed 
the two hundred and fifty men that offered 
incense.” ‘These words may be found in the 
reading of the sixteenth chapter of the book of 
Numbers, which is sufficient evidence to set 
aside all controversy about fallen angels; for 
these vast numbers of persons who were the 
heads or representatives of the Jewish church, 
who were destroyed, is sufficient to show that 
they had left their high and noble habitations, 
and hence they were as well as others of sim- 
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ilar character, the fallen angels of whom the 
Apostles, in their writings, speak about; be- 
cause we have no evidence in the holy script- 
ures of the Devil having any power over a dis- 
embodied spirit in communion or association 
with its God, and therefore, according to the 
teachings of the holy bible, it is impossible for 
the satanic influence to reach a holy angel in 
heaven or elsewhere, and therefore the sacred 
writers evidently meant the apostate Jews as 
the fallen angels, as we have other proof of 
angels who were men. 

Now, sce the book of Numbers, seventeenth 


chapter, 10th verse: ‘‘And the Lord said unto . 


Moses, bring Aaron’s rod again before the testi- 
mony to be kept for a token against the rebels, 
and thou shalt quite take away their murmur- 
ings from me that they die not.” Here the 
Lord styles these apostates or calls them rebels, 
evidently traitors, apostates from God, or fal- 
len angels of the Jewish church, who in like 
manner, as the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were irredeemably lost, to sink forever beneath 
the frowns of a sin avenging God. 

Now, see again the book of Numbers, twenty- 
fifth chapter: *‘And Israel abode in Shittim, and 
the people began to commit whoredom with 
the daughters of Moab, and they called the peo- 
ple unto the sacrifices of their gods, and the people 
did eat and bowed down to their gods, and Israel 
joined himself unto Baalpeor, and the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against Israel. And the 


a ey ee ee ra ae oe ae 


Lord said unto Moses, take all the heads of the — 


people and hang them up before the Lord — 


against the sun that the fierce anger of the — 
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Lord may be turned away from Israel, and 
Moses said unto the judges of Israel, slay ye 
every one his men that were joined unto 
Baalpeor, and those that died in the plague 
were twenty and four thousand.” Now, from 
the facts before us can any man marvel that the 
holy Apostles would make remarks about these 
momentous events, for the Lord commanded 
Moses to hang all the heads of the congregation 
of Israel up between the heavens and the 
earth, and I would naturally suppose that when 
Moses, the faithful servant of God, placed all 
the fathers or representatives of the Jewish 
church up between him and the sun, and _ tak- 
ing them down again, it must have produced a 
commotion and appalling fear asif all the angels 
of heaven had fallen to earth, and therefore I 
do not wonder that the sacred writers speak of 
them as fallen angels, when indeed there were in 
this instance twenty and four thousand that 
were destroyed at one time, besides other occa- 
sions in which instances the Lord of glory gave 
a clear and positive evidence of his holy abhor- 
rence of all sin and moral disorder, and there- 
fore the Apostles were perfectly consistent with 
the teachings of the holy scriptures to call them 
fallen angels, for the Devil had decoyed many 
of them from the fountain of holiness, and 
brought them under chains of darkness against 
the judgment of the great day ; hence we place 
it down as an eternal and undisputable fact that 
there never was nor never will be any of those 
holy angels in heaven’s high and happy man- 
sions that ever did or ever will fall; for sin 
never can reach those blissful regions. 
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Now, let us see if we are in keeping with the © 
Loly scriptures. See the Revelations of St. 
John, twenty-first chapter, and let us read from | 
the 22nd verse to the end of the chapter: ‘‘And 
I saw no temple therein, for the Lord God 
almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon, to shine in it, for the glory of God — 
did lighten it and the Lamb is the light thereof, — 
and the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk mm the light of it, and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honor into it, and 
the gates of it sball not be shut at all by day, 
for there shall be no night there, and they shall 
bring the glory and honor of the nations into 
it, and there shall in no wise enter into it any- 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination or maketh a lie; but they which 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” Now, 
here is scripture evidence to prove that sin or 
moral disorder never can enter into heaven in 
any form, and therefore it does prove just what 
I am contending for—that there never was one 
of the holy inhabitants of heaven that ever did 
sin; or that ever did or ever will fall from 
heaven's holy locality—for all that ever was or 
ever may be there will remain there as long as 
God shall hve, world without end. And there- 
fore there never was one of the angels that 
ever left his native home in heaven, unless to 
discharge some very important duty in other 
climes, or in other worlds. The fallen angels 
referred to by the sacred writers were doubtless 
those who were once dwelling in flesh and 
blood ; for we read of the angels of the seven 
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ehurches of Asia, and they were men in a state 
of mortality, and many such angels have fallen 
under the empire of the great enemy of God 
and man. 

Now, let us copy a few words from the 
sacred truths of the bible, and see if we are 
right, because we desire truth and nothing but 
truth. After the resurrection and ascension of 
our divine Saviour, his servant John was exiled 
to the Isle of Patmos, and there he saw and 
heard many things that represented the past, the 
present and the future, and he was commanded 
to write what he heard and saw, and to send _ it 
unto the seven churches of Asia. And the 
Saviour spake to John and testified thus, see 

first chapter, commencing at the eighteenth 
verse : ‘‘l am he that liveth and was dead, and 
behold I am alive forevermore. Amen. And 
have the keys of hell «and death. Write the 
things which thou hast seen and the things 
which are and the things which shall be here- 
after; the mystery of the seven stars which 
thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven 
golden candle-sticks. The seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
eandle-sticks which thou sawest are the seven 
churches ; and to the angel of the church of 
_Hphesus, John was, commanded to write thus; 
nevertheless said the Saviour | have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast left thy first 
love. And again unto the angel of the church 
in Smyrna, write these things, saith the first and 
the last, which was dead and is alive. The 
Lord, Jesus, informed the angel of Smyrna that 
they were in the midst of many who claimed to 
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be the people of God, but at the same time they 
were the synagogue of Satan, and also that the 
Devil would cast some of them into. prison ; 
neverthelessif they would hold out faithful unto 
death, he would give them a crown of life. 
From these sacred words of scripture it is 
evident that the Devil has no power, only in 
this world and in hell; for the people of God 
have nothing to fear after death. But the 
Lord Jesus will give to his saints a crown of 
an eternal life forever. And unto the church 
in Pergamus write these things said he which 
hath the sharp sword with two edges, I know 
thy works and where thou dwellest, even where 
Satan’s seat is.’ Here the Lord, Jesus Christ, 
informs the angel of the church of Pergamus 
that they were In the midst of idolaters, and 
therefore commands them to repent, or he 
would contend against them, nevertheless to 
him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
hidden manna, and will give hima white stone, 
and in the stone a new name written which no 
man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. And 
unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write 
these things, saith the son of God. Here the 
Saviour accepted of their faith and patience ; 
but at the same time he could not approve of 
their entire conduct because they admitted 
idolaters to usurp authority over the better 
members. But to encourage them, he promised 
to them that would hold out faithful to the end, 
he would give them power over the nations, 
and would give them the morning star. And 
unto the angel of the church in Sardis, write 
these things, saith he that hath the seven spirits 
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of God and the seven stars, I know thy works, 
that thou hast a name, that thou livest and art 
dead.’ . Here the Lord, Jesus Christ, testifies 
to the church of Sardis, that they had too many 
formal members, and that many of them were 
destitute of the vital principles of vital god- 
liness. But notwithstanding there were a few 
that had not been partakers. with the idolaters 

and indifferent class, and that they should walk 
with him in white robes of righteousness, for 
they were worthy of his love and protection ; 
and to encourage them to persevere amidst the 
ungodliness of the world, he assured them that 
those who overcame should be clothed in white 
raiment ; and said the Saviour, I will not blot 
out his name out of the book of life; but I 
will confess his name before my father and be- 
fore his angels. And unto the angel of the 
church in Philadelphia write these things, saith 
he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the 
key of David, he that openeth and no man 
shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth. 
Here the friend of sinners gives consoling  tes- 
timony of the faith and patience of: the saints in 
the church at Philadelphia, and assured them 
that he would cause their enemies to see the ex- 
cellency and superiority of their religion, and 
that he would sustain them and cause them to 
come out more than conquerors over all things, 
and that the ungodly should know that he had 
loved them, and had washed them in his own 
blood. They were therefore commanded to 
stand firm to the end. The kind Saviour also 
_ promised to him that overcometh will I make a 
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go 
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no more out, which shows that the influence of 
the Devil never can disturb the inhabitants of 
heaven. ‘‘And unto the angel of the church of 
the Laodicians write these things, saith the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the begin- 
ning of the creation of God, I know thy works 
that thou art neither cold nor hot, I would 
thou wert cold or hot, so then because thou art 
lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will spew | 
thee out of my mouth.” Here the blessed son 
of God testifies to the angel of the Laodician 
church that they were in a wretched condition, 
that their circumstances were very detestable, 
he would rather they were anything else than 
what they were; they were almost christians, 
but they were destitute of holiness, and that fer- 
vent zeal for God’s glory and the salvation of 
sinners, and therefore they were very indifferent 
about true christianity ; hence the son of God 
informs them that he would cast them from his 
presence, but admonished them to change their 
course of life, and gives them encouragement 
to look to him for life and salvation, saying, to 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me 
in my throne, even as [ also.overcame and am 
set down with my father in his throne. 

We have now taken a brief observation of 
the seven churches of Asia, which shows that 
notwithstanding the blessed son of God had as- 
eended up on high to dwell forever in his native 
heaven, he has not forgotten his church on 
earth, and therefore as he said the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against his church. Amen.» 

The mysterious and emblematical vision of 
the seven stars was explained to John, the ser- 
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vant of Christ, to signify the seven angels or 
presiding ministers or pastors of .the seven 
churches of Asia. This I believe is the opin- 
ion of all the divines; and hence they were 
men of like passions as we are, and therefore 
from the testimony of the son of God, they 
were not all living in the discharge of their du- 
ties ; they were not all in possession of that vi- 
tal principle of godliness that was necessary 
to the sustenance of vital holiness; and there- 
fore some of them may have fallen under the 
empire of the Devil, and may have apostatized 
from the just and holy God; and hence they 
would be fallen angels according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the word or term ‘‘fallen 
angels ;’ we therefore take it for granted that 
all the fallen angels of which the sacred writers 
speak, were men—or mortal man; because the 
Devil, as I have before stated, has no power 
over a holy, disembodied spirit in heaven or 
earth. May we then obey his word and walk 
in his light ; and may our light, as derived from 
him, shine before men for their conviction and 
edification, and thus may we expect the time of 
our departure ; hence which with everything re- 
lative to it, will be appointed by his unerring 
wisdom and love, who will come to receive our 
souls to his presence, and who will at length raise 
and change the bodies of our humiliation ; also | 
that they may be like unto his glorified body 
according to the mighty power by which he is 
able to subdue all things unto himself. Again, 
we have scripture evidence of other angels that 
were doubtless mortal men, and: therefore were 
_residented in this world. See the ninth chapter 
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of the Revelation of Jesus Christ to his servant 
John, 13th, 14th and 15th verses: ‘‘And the 
sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from 
the four horns of the golden altar which is_ be- 
fore rod, saying to the sixth angel which had 
the trampet : loose the four angels which are 
bound in the great river Euphrates ; and the 
four angels were loosed which were prepared 
for an hour, and a day,and a month, anda year, 
for to slay. the third part. of men.” Now, it 
would be obnoxious to common sense to sup- 
pose that these four angels were four angels 
from heaven—a part of what we understand to 
be the angels of God ; but they were doubtless 
men of like natures and passions as we are ; 
and therefore were concerned in this world as 
inhabitants or probationers in this world. 

Dr. Lloyd, who studied the book of Revela- 
tions for more than twenty years with an amaz- 
ing diligence and exactness, according to his- 
tory, says that the four angels mentioned in the 
ninth chapter of Revelations that were bound 
in the river’ Huphrates and were loosed, 
were the captains of the Turkish forces 
that till then were subject to the Sultan at 
Babylon, were to be set at liberty and freed 
from that yoke and to set up for themselves ; 
and these were prepared to slay the third part 
of men for an hour, a day, a month anda year. 
He reckons the year in St. John as the Julian 
year of three hundred and sixty-five days; a 
month is thirty of these days; and a day 
makes one; which added to the former number 
makes three hundred and ninety-six. He also 
proves from historians, that Ottoman came and 
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began his conquest at Prousse in the year 
thirteen hundred and two, to which the former 
number, in which they were to slay the third 
part of men—being added—it must end in the 
year sixteen hundred and ninety-eight ; and 
though the historians do not mark the hour or 
the twelfth part of the day or year, yet he is 
confident, if that ever is known, that the pro- 
phecy will be found in that to be punctually ac- 
complished; hence the conclusions of Dr. 
Lloyd may be considered as extraordinary, and 
aus an important proof of the true meaning of 
the prophecy and of its exact accomplishment ; 
hence it follows, from the best authority which 
we have, that these four angels were mortal men; 
and therefore all the fallen angels were men 
also; and therefore confirms the truths that I 
have been laboring to place before my brethren 
and sisters in the Lord, and our children, and 
our fellow-men; for it is impossible for the 
Devil to reach a holy angel or a saint of God 
in heaven. 

We have now, as we think, given sufficient 
evidence to show to any reasonable man _ or 
woman, that there never was one of the holy 
angels of heaven’s high and holy mansions of 
glory, that ever did fall; and I therefore must 
say that, according to the teachings of the holy 
bible, there never will be one of the angels or 
saints of God in heaven’s holy and happy abode, 
that ever will fall from their steadfastness in 
glory. We must therefore proceed to finish our 
present work, which we trust will redound to 
the honor and glory of our heavenly father and 
the satisfaction and happiness of my fellow-men. 
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Now, see the twelfth chapter of the book of 
Revelations: ‘‘And there appeared a great 
wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the 
sun and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars, and she, being 
with child, cried travailing in birth and pained 
to be delivered. And there appeared another 
wonder in heaven, and behold a great red dra- 
gon having seven heads and ten horns and seven 
crowns upon his heads, and his tail drew the 
third part of the stars of heaven and did cast 
them to the earth ; and the dragon stood before 
the woman which was ready to be delivered for 
to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
And she brought forth a man child who was to 
rule all nations with a rod of iron, and her 
child was caught up unto God and to his throne. 
And the woman fled into the wilderness where 
she hath a place prepared of God that they 
should feed her there a thousand two hundred 
and three score days. And there was war in 
heaven, Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon, and the dragon fought and his 
angels and prevailed net, neither was their 
place found any more in heaven. And the 
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent 
called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world; he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him.” Now: 
it would be avery strange conclusion, for me, 
or any one else, to say that the true meaning of 
these scriptures is just as it literally reads, when 
the Apostle only saw in a vision those things of 
the past, the present and the future, even to the 
end of this world, and the consummation of 
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all visible things.. Even those things which the 
Apostle saw were mapped before him in types 
and shadows—shadowing forth the different dis- 
pensaiions of God’s divine grace to fallen man 
in this world, and the satanic opposition to the 
means of God’s grace ; as also the mighty con- 
test between good and evil, which was all fal- 
filled in this world; for no man in his right 
mind, that thinks seriously about the nature of 
the supreme Creator of heaven and earth—his 
power, his wisdom, justice. holiness and love of — 
purity, and his holy abhorrence of all sin and 
moral disorder; and the purity and holiness, or- 
der and harmony of the heaven on high, the 
saint’s eternal rest—can believe that this awful 
contest was in these peaceful mansions of eter- 
nal glory ; for, as we have abundantly proven, 
that nothing that defileth can approach the New 
Jerusalem, the city of the great I am, the 
scriptures now before us in the vision as the 
Apostle saw it, seem to me to divide themselves 
into two distinct illustrations or parts: first, the 
woman which seemed to attract the attention of 
the Apostle in vision as in heaver, was doubt- 
less the virgin mother of the promised Messiah; 
and the sun with which the woman was clothed 
was the son of God; the twelve stars were the 
twelve Apostles ;,/ and the moon was doubtless 
the old dispensations or Jewish church which 
was at her feet. Ana as the woman appeared 
to be in heaven, was to show her connection 
with the deity or her being over-shadowed by 
the Holy Ghost and her conception of the 
promised Saviour ; in which miraculous event 
she might be said to be in heaven ; because she 
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was in the presence and under the protection of 
the father of the Lord, Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of sinners. And in the sense, we are now con- 
sidering the text, King Herod was the great red 
dragon to devour the child ; which he endeay- 
ored to do, but the child was caught up unto 
God and to his throne ; which shows that the 
woman was not literally in heaven. But the 
son was one with the father, and therefore was 
continually with the father ; and therefore all 
the dragons in earth and hell could not destroy 
the son of God. But amidst the satanic ef- 
forts of the angel of the bottomless pit to destroy 
the son of God there was given unto the woman 
two wings, as of a great eagle, that she might 
retire into her place prepared of God for her. 
Joseph was commanded to arise and take the 
young child and its mother and flee into Egypt; 
and he arose and his arms bore the child of 
glory away from the dragon’s power ; yet the 
dragon persecuted the woman ; and the dragon 
cast out of his mouth a flood of waters that he 
might destroy the woman and the child. King 
Herod sent out a decree that all the male chil- 
dren from two years old and under that age, 
should be destroyed. And Q! how heart-rend- 
ing was the effect of that malicious flood of the 
satanic influence; for in Ramah there was 
lamentation and weeping as was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet. The little ones were 
torn away from the weeping mother’s breast. 
But the earth helped the woman and swallowed 
up the flood which the dragon. cast out of his 
mouth. King Herod died and was buried ; 
and the Lord commanded Joseph to take the 
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young child and his mother and return, for he 
that sought the young child’s life was dead ; 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying, out of Egypt have I called 
my son. This is the natural or lteral meaning 
of the woman being in heaven according to the 
then existing circumstances. But immediately 
there is a vast change. The son of God, who 
was born of the Jewish church, not only ful- 
filled all the types and shadows of that church 
which, as the moon was at the woman’s feet, 
but the son of God being the sum total, the 
centre of all good, he rises in splendor, in 
might and dominion, and built his church upon 
himself, and he said the gates of hell should not 
prevail against it; and therefore the church, un- 
der the common emblem of a woman, the 
mother of all true believers, and established by 
the perfect righteousness of Christ, aud the new 
testament of his blood, and organized under the 
new covenant of (sod’s divine grace to fallen 
man; and deriving its original from heaven ; 
and being destined to return thither, was beheld 
by the Apostle in vision as in heaven, with 
such attire and circumstances as rendered the 
appearance peculiarly wonderful; or a sign being 
significant of some great event. She was clothed 
with the sun as an emblem of her being justi- 
fied and sanctified by virtue of her union with 
Christ, the son of righteousness. She had the 
moon at her feet to denote her superiority to 
the feeble lights of the Mosaic dispensations. 
Her crown of twelve stars represented her hon- 
orable maintainance of the doctrines of the 
twelve Apostles. Her pregnancy and travailing 
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pains seem to be an emblem of the afflicted 
state of the church in the three first centuries, 
during which time, amidst the persecuting influ- 
ence of Satan and all his subjects, the church, 
through fervent prayers and fastings, sought de- 
liverance from her oppressions and an increase 
of her membership, and waited the appointed 
term ‘vhich was to bring a happy crisis to these, 
her sorrows. The word shows the extreme suffer- 
ings or tortures by which the faith and patience 
of the church were proved previous to her 
deliverance. 

About the same time, another marvelous 
sight or sign was seen, as it were, in heaven, 
even a oreat red dragon. A dragon was a 
known emblem of Satan and of his principal 
agents or vicegerents on earth. Red, purple or 
scarlet was the distinguishing color of the 
Roman emperors, consuls and generals, even as 
it has been since of the popes and cardinals. 
The seven heads of the dragon signified the 
seven hills on which Rome was built, and the 
seven forms of government which successively 
prevailed there. The ten horns marked out the 
ten kingdoms. This circumstance, which many 
have not observed, precisely fixes the date of 
the propheey and undeniably proves that it re- 
lated to the Pagan emperors, and not to the 
anti-christian power afterwards mentioned. The 
tail of the dragon drawing a third part of the 
stars represented the power of the Romans 
which had cast down the princes of one third 
part of the earth and reduced their countries to 
subjection. This monster seemed to watch the 
woman, being prepared to devour her offspring 
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as Pharaoh. destroyed the male children of 
Israel, or as Herod sought the hfe of Christ. 
Thus the Roman emperors and magistrates 
jelously watched the progress of christianity 
from the first, and harrassed the church with 
constant persecutions, but at length the woman 
was delivered of a male child. During the time 
of the persecuting emperors, the church was 
greatly increased, until one sprang from her who 
ascended the imperial throne, being appointed 
to be the vicegerent of Christ in ruling the na- 
tions and crushing the enemies of the sospel as 
with a rod of iron. Thus the offsprmg of the 
Church—even christians in general, with the 
christian emperors-—under the immediate pro- 
tection and grace and favors of the almighty 
Sovereign of heaven and earth, the church es- 
caped the rage and destructive influence of the 
red dragon. New trials however awaited the 
woman, which at length drove her into the 
wilderness or rendered her desolate or distressed, 
for the termination of Pagan persecution made 
way for those events which at length terminated in 
the anti-christian power, the contmuance of 
which was fixed to one thousand two hundred 
and sixty years. Indeed so distressed was the 
church that she fled from city to city, and from 
forest to forest, and from country to country, 
and was persecuted by the vicegerents of the 
Devil. The Roman emperors pursued the peo- 
ple of God, and the historians inform us that at 
one time there were one million and a half of 
the saints of God burnt to ashes, and the rivers 
were dyed with blood ; and the historians say 
that the church was forced to flee to the valleys 
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of Piedmont ; and the Roman officers pursued 
them and burned many of them in the dens and 
caves of the mountains, which shows that the 
true meaning of what the Apostle saw in the 
vision about the war in heaven, was. all fulfilled — 
in this world. The strenuous and combined ef- 
_ forts of the Pagans against the establishment of 
christianity and the destruction of their idolatrous 
worship was as [ apprehend, represented by the 
dragon and his angels waring in heaven against 
Michael and his ange!'s, perhaps with some refer- 
ence to the casting down of Satan and his ad- 
herents from their rule and control on earth. 
Michael has reference to Christ, the author of 
man’s salvation ; and the Devil and Satan, the 
old slanderer, adversary and murderer of man- 
kind, was the invisible commander of all those 
who opposed the gospel of Christ. But the 
Lord, Jesus Christ, employed as instruments the 
christian magistrates and faithful ministers of — 
his word as well as his saints and all those that 
love the truth, to promote his own glory and 
the protection of his church on earth and the 
salvation of sinners. The conflict was long and 
sharp, but it ended in the total defeat of Satan’s 
army in the dispossessing of idolaters from all 
rule and authority, and in their reduction to the 
most abject condition ; this was represented by 
the Devil being cast out of heaven ; for by the 
power of idolatrous emperors and magistrates 
he had maintained that false religion by which 
he had deceived the whole world, and seduced 
them to be his subjects and worshippers, but by : 
the subversion of that authority and the subse- 
quent destruction of idolatry, the dragon was 
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east out of all rule and authority. As God of 
this world, for a time, when the Pagan em- 
perors were dethroned, Satan’s angels were 
cast out with him; for both the instruments and 
ministers of idolatry were laid aside, and their 
idol Gods were destroyed ; and then the Apos- 
tle heard songs of praises unto God in heaven ; 
because salvation and strength and the king- 
dom of our God had come, and his church was 
made to magnify the great head of the church. 
But this victory was not ascribed to the sword 
of war which was only a subordinate means 
when matters were brought to a crisis, for it 
was acquired through the merit and efficacy of 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ by faith in his 
blood, and a bold anda holy profession of his 
gospel, together with the word of their testimony, 
even that of those who went forth everywhere 
preaching the doctrine of salvation through the 
merits of Jesus, who is dead but is alive forever- 
more ; who loved not their lives unto the death, 
but when called to the test sealed their testi- 
mony with their own blood, : 

See Thomas Scott’s Commentary: ‘But at 
the same time there was a woe denounced upon 
the inhabitants of the earth and the sea or na- 
tions in general ; because the Devil and his de- 
throned agents would not rest in their disgraced © 
condition ; for though idolatry was suppressed, 
yet it was not destroyed, and therefore the 
Devil and his agents would make use of all their 
satanic powers to re-establish idolatry in every 
kingdom upon earth to overcome the kingdom 
of Christ; because he would know that the 
seed of the woman would bruise his head, or 
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that the church of Christ, which was established © 
upon his perfect obedience to divine justice, | 
would rise triumphant over every opposition — 
and safely land the true believer in the saint’s 

eternal rest. In the meantime there were two — 
wings as of a great eagle, given unto the woman 
that she might be ready to fly to her place in 
the wilderness when the time came. These are 
supposed by some writers to refer to the eastern ~ 
and western empires, the standard of which 
was an eagle, and the protection afforded by 
them was the means of preservation to the 
church, until the time of her obscurity arrived, 
when the church was to flee away to her place 
where she was to be nourished for a time and 
times, and a half time, or for three years and a 
half, forty-two months, or one thousand, two 
hundred and sixty days. But her flight was 
not completed till the establishment of the anti- 
christian power spoken of in the next chapter. 
Her continuance in the wilderness therefore ex- 
actly accords to the time during which the two 
witnesses prophesied in sack cloth ; both relate 
to the same events, and both began and must 
end together if this event took place in fifteen 
hundred and forty-six, as Mr. Faber and Mr. 
Cunningham supposes, then beyond all contro- 
versy the twelve hundred and sixty years began 
about A. D., two hundred and eighty-six; yet 
Mr. Cunningham afterwards dates them A. D., 
five hundred and thirty-three. I do not pre- 
sume to say when it began, but consistency is 
essentially requisite in our interpretations of the 
holy scriptures. To prevent the escape of the 
woman, the dragon cast ont of his mouth a 
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flood of water to carry her away. ‘This is ex- 
plained by many writers, with great propriety, 
of the inundation of the Huns, Goths, Vandals 
and other barbarous nations by which the 
western empire was overwhelmed ; for it is 
evidently known that the strenuous adherents to 
Paganism encouraged these eruptions in hopes 
of subverting christianity thereby, and no doubt 
but the Devil expected to overwhelm the church 
when idolaters overturned the empire. But the 
event proved entirely contrary to all their ex- 
pectations. The earth helped the woman and 
swaliowed up the flood; the victorious barba- 
rians united themselves to the vanquished 
Romans, and formed one people with them in 
the several provinces of the empire. They 
even embraced, in form at least, the christian 
religion; ungodly men of various descriptions, 
from regard to their secular interest, protected 
the church amidst these convulsions ; and the 
subversion and dismembering of the western 
empire did not at all help the cause of idolatry ; 
nay, it tended to the propagation of christianity. 
If the plan of interpretation before laid down 
is as we think correct, these verses must 
predict the events which made way for the es- 
tabliishment of the persecuting power of nom- 
inal christians, the flight of the church into the 
wilderness and the prophesying of the witnes- 
ses in sackcloth during one thousand two hun- 
dred and sixty days; the particulars of these 
latter events are predicted in the two following 
chapters with several things relating to the ap- 
proach and earnest of the church’s delivery and 
the ‘destruction of her satanic enemies. In the 
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fifteenth there isa solemn pause as introductory © 
to the subsequent events, and then the predic- — 
tions proceed in regular order until the church 
of Christ shall triumph over every opposition 
and cover the earth with the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the seas; until 
the consummation of all things; until time 
is exhausted and this probationary state of 
existence ends in the great concerns of eternal — 
ages ; when the veil that now intervenes shall 
be taken away, and we behold the great cause 
of all that is good ; and may we then cease to 
censure the justice of the great Lord of all ; 
for all true christians, being of heavenly birth 
and expecting a heavenly felicity, have put on 
Christ, are clothed in his righteousness, and are 
beautified by his image, and are taught to put 
earthly things beneath their feet, and they deem 
it their honor to profess, adorn and to recom- 
mend the doctrines of the holy Apostles. And 
all who are thus minded should pray fervently, 
and labor diligently in their several spheres for 
the increase, prosperity and purity of the church 
of the holy and just God, our Saviour. And 
our Ministers should especially abound in these 
holy employments, for the Devil and his agents 
are unwearied and determined to decoy as 
many as possible from God and holiness. They 
cannot, however, prevent the conversion of sin- 
ners, or the final salvation of true believers. 
Nor can the Devil and his agents withstand the 
son of God, who is exalted on high to plead for 
all true believers ; and therefore we need not 
fear whilst Michael, our prince, his agents and 
his servants fight against the dragon and his 
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angels; we need not fear any enemy of the 
church of the Lord, Jesus. Christ; for the 
heavens and the earth is the Lord’s, and the full- 
ness thereof; and salvation and strength and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power and 
love of Christ will come from time to time un- 
til all the saints of God shall meet to part no 
more in the heavens; for heaven is a place of 
exalted excellence and pre-eminent grandeur, 
distinguished from all others, thus: ‘“‘I willmake 
him a pillar in the temple of my God; _ fellow 
citizens of the household of God ; they are with- 
out fault before the throne of God ; join the 
general assembly and church of the first born in 
heaven.” Hence also the frequent assumption 
that heaven is a place above this present world: 
“Every good and perfect gift cometh down 
from above ; we are born from above; lift 
up your eyes to the hills of heaven, from 
whence cometh salvation; high as heaven ; 
who shall ascend into heaven; rose up to heaven; 
thou hast ascended up on high; seek those 
things which are above; our Lord was taken 
up to heaven, and shall come down again from 
heaven ; Jehooah came down on Mount Sinai ; 
O! that thou wouldst rend the heavens and 
come down. The heavens must contain the son 
of God until the ‘time of the restitution of all 
things; such is the great dwelling place of 
righteousness ; the home and heaven of God’s 
people, who have been prepared for glory. 
Heaven is a scene of action and display, the 
theatre of Jehovah’s immediate majesty and 
the homage and enjoyment of those surrounding 
him ; it is a place wide and ample as the wants 


146 THE DEVIL OR SATAN. 


and the multitude of the redeemed, and the na- 


tions of them that are saved shall walk in its. 


light. What a magnificent scene of relationship 
and intercourse! What a field and sphere for the 
range and expatiation of thought ! 

“O! that I knew where I might find the 
friend of sinners just now; O! that I had the 
wings of a dove that I might fly away and be at 
rest.” In all these passages of the blessed 
scriptures, referring to the heaven of rest prom- 
ised to the saints of God, the idea of place, 
residence and action, necessarily attaches. 
Heaven is most probably a sensible, material 
structure, analogous to other divisions of the 
universe in form and substance, one of the 
myriad worlds of rod ; all of which, as far as 
known, are material structures. Of one thing 
at least all must be certain who believe chris- 
tianity : that there is such a place as heaven, 
and that it is a place of unequalled excellence 
and consummate enjoyment. The single fact 
that humanity, in its unchanging elements of 
matter as well as mind, is to dwell in heaven, 
proves ineontestibly that the place of its resi- 
dence is not, cannot be mere unsubstantial 
space, but a solid, material structure ; and ad- 
mitted there we dwell in the unveiled, unclouded 
presence of eternal perfection ; no enemy can 
approach, no malignant influence assail, We 
repose in the possession of all possible good, 
without any, the least mixture evil. Amid 
the vastness therefore and sectional local- 
ities of the universe, heaven has a fixed 
circumference and _ limitude, to which the 
scriptures definitively apply the well known 
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adverbial restrictions and distinctions ‘‘there”’ 
and ‘‘where’ opposed to here, to this and 
every other place, except the one spoken of. Its 
existence and designation as a place are every- 
where spoken of and introduced in distinction 
from earth, from hell and every other division 
of the universe ; and if either, or any of these 
be a place, truly and essentially is heaven. 
Heaven, in the scriptures, is presented and 
localized to our conception as a country; a 
land ; a kingdom ;a city; atemple; a house ; 
a building; a world; hence said the Saviour : 
“‘T go to prepare a place for you that where I am 
there ye may be also;’ and again: ‘“‘I will 
that those thou hast given me may be with me, 
that where | am that they may behold my 
glory ; our father who art in heaven: thou 
hast spread out the heavens as a tent to dwell 
in ; this day shalt thou be with me in Paradise; 
the Lamb in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them.” 

We are destined to dwell in heaven or hell, 
with not only souls, but also bodies ; as is evi- 
dent from the truths taught in the holy bible. 
And further as we are taught that the real body 
of our Lord—with which he ate and drank af- 
ter his resurrection—the same as ours in its 
component elements; and the model after which 
ours is to be fashioned—together with the 
bodies of the antediluvian patriarch and the 
Tishbite prophet are already there according to 
the scriptures; facts tending, among others, to 
show that heaven is not a mere immaterial 
space or simple, etherial expansion. Look at 
the body of our Lord and of Enoch, and of 
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Iilijah, at their translation; and the bodies of 
the living faithful at the second coming of Christ; 
in all these instances we have actual, undoubted 
materialism in every possible aspect—without 
sin: and of-course without any tendency to pro- 
duce misery ; hence in heaven itself man will 
be as strictly conformed to an external world 
about him as here; and shall then, as now, hap- 
pily blend in his own nature the essentially di- 
verse elements of the material and intellectual 
systems of universal being. Man, in the esti- 
mate of christianity, was made for two worlds— 
one a state of trial, the other of recompense. 

Heaven, as a place and state, is both perfective 
and conclusive of our happiness, Our edie 
is incomplete—indeed 
til we reach heaven ; and ee we do, our be- 
ing and welfare are never to be transferred to 
another region. The redeemed reaching heaven, 
all is ultimate ; no other place or state is to suc- 
ceed. Earth is a state of struggling—heaven, 

of rewarded virtue; and after the passage of 
this preliminary state, it is the great after-stage 
of being, and immortality the term ; and heaven 
as .a place the law. of -residence lis) eiiey 
shall go no more out; and as a state, the na- 
tions of them that are saved, shall walk in its 
light and enjoy its happiness. 

Such have been the hopes and the aspirings 
of the people of God in all ages of this world ; 
Abel and Enoch, Noah and others, are said to 
have sought a better country; Hnoch and 
Elijah actually went to heaven in pledge that 
all of similar character should go too. At thy 
right hand,said the prophet,are pleasures forever 


THE DEVIL OR SATAN, 149 


more; I shall dwell in thy house length of days, 
even for ever and ever ; thou wilt guide me by 
thy counsel and afterward receive me to glory ; 
‘whom I shall see for myself,” says the heroic 
sufferer of the land of Uz; the ransomed of 
Jehovah, shouts the exulting prophet, shall re- 
turn and come to Zion, with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads. Christ says to the 
ancient church in prophecy ‘‘thy dead men shall 
live, together with my dead body shall they 
rise.” How long is itsince eternity has known an 
hour in which was not heard the prelude of the 
heavenly harpers, ‘‘they come, they come.” 
What did Moses care for the perils of the wil- 
derness when from the storm-defying steep of 
Pisgah he viewed the Promised Land—imaging 
forth the green fields of heaven's eternal spring. 
Look at Elijah, the immortal prophet, exchang- 
ing the sighs and solitude of his juniper shade 
for wheels of fire and steeds of wind that bore 
him home to God; and all others who have ex- 
changed the toil of earth for the glory and hap- 
piness of the heavenly state, where the wicked 
shall cease from troubling and the people of 
God shall forever be at rest, where the humble 
christian shall forever be as happy as their im- 
mortal nature can bear for ever and ever. And 
QO! that the writer may meet all who may read 
this, my honest effort to promote the glory and 
honor of our great Creator; and all true be- 
Nevers in the heaven I have endeavored to illus- 
trate. : 

[have now finished the work which I have 
undertaken to do for my heavenly master—to 
promote his glory on earth and the happiness of 
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my fellow man. I have been as honest as [ 
could be—believing that it was my duty to 
write on those subjects which I have written up- 
on. I have written with the most profound 
reverence for the glory and honor of the father 
of angels and men, and above all, the father of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. And O! 
that the Lord most high may bless this, my 
honest effort to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ for man’s salvation. Amen. 


Rev. JOHN P. BLAKE, Sr: 
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